
The Power of Words

WORDS CAN HURT

A Matter of Ethics  
There’s an old saying: “Sticks and stones may break my bones, but words will never hurt me.”

-�XLMRO�XLEX�XLMW�WE]MRK�MW�869)�238�869)��GMVGPI�SRI�FIGEYWI

Directions 
Read the story below and then answer the questions that follow. 

� Player A:  I hate you! 
� Player B:  You are ruining the game! 
� Player C:  You are so stupid.
� Player D:  You are a dork.

Group Chat:

1. How do you think Rani and Aruna feel when they read those messages?

6ERM�ERH�%VYRE�JIIP

2. How would you feel if you received messages like these?

-�[SYPH�JIIP

3. Why do you think people send these kinds of message to people they don’t know?

4ISTPI�WIRH�XLIWI�OMRHW�SJ�QIWWEKIW�FIGEYWI

Rani and Aruna love a website 
that has games and chatting 
for kids. Their parents let them 
play on the site. Lately, though, 
Rani and Aruna have been 
receiving mean messages on 
the site, including: 

https://www.eltbuzz.com/video/?video=power-of-words
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TALK AND TAKE ACTION

Directions
Create a cartoon about a cyberbullying situation. Each frame should 
show a different part of the situation:

FRAME 1: Make a cartoon about something that a cyberbully might do or write 
online. Remember to use language appropriate for school.

FRAME 2: Show what you might do if you saw what the cyberbully has done or written.

FRAME 3: What might be a positive outcome, or result, of the situation?

Use Common Sense!

What might a cyberbully say or do?

What would a positive outcome be?

What would you do in response?

If someone is mean to you online, take a breather and ignore them. Save a copy of 
your conversation between you and the bully.
If you, or someone you know, is cyberbullied, talk to a trusted adult – like a 
parent, family member, or teacher. Together, you can think of a plan for how to 
respond.



The Power of Words

1. Alicia receives a text message from her friend Ronald. The message says,
“I am having a party. You are not invited.” Circle the word that shows how Alicia
might feel after she receives the message.

a) hurt

b) excited

c) popular

2. Theo is having fun playing Dragons and Knights online. Then he sees a message
IURP�DQRWKHU�SOD\HU��,W�VD\V��´<RX·UH�UXLQLQJ�WKH�JDPH��VWXSLG�µ�:KDW�VKRXOG�7KHR�GR�����
DERXW�WKH�PHVVDJH"�:KDW�VKRXOGQ·W�KH�GR"�8VH�WKH�FKDUW�EHORZ�WR�ILOO�LQ�WKH�OHWWHUV�
that go with each answer.

a) Ignore the player who sent the mean message

b) Write a message back that says, “You’re so stupid, you’re the one ruining the game”

c) Pretend that he doesn’t feel hurt by the message

d) Save the message in case the other player sends Theo another mean message

e) Tell an adult about the message

f) Never play Dragons and Knights online again
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���6RPHWLPHV�LW·V�KDUG�WR�NQRZ�ZKDW�D�PHVVDJH�RQOLQH�PHDQV�ZKHQ�\RX�UHDG�LW����������� �
����<RX�PD\�QRW�NQRZ�LI�D�PHVVDJH�LV�RND\�RU�KXUWIXO�EHFDXVH�\RX�FDQ·W�KHDU�KRZ�WKH��� �
����SHUVRQ�VD\V�LW��&LUFOH�WKH�FDWHJRU\�WKDW�VKRZV�KRZ�\RX�WKLQN�WKH�PHVVDJH�ZDV��� �
����PHDQW��'R�\RX�WKLQN�WKH�PHVVDJH�ZDV�PHDQW�WR�EH�RND\��KXUWIXO��RU�VRPHWKLQJ��������
    in between?

Message: Good job, nerd!

Okay In Between Hurtful
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1. Alicia receives a text message from her friend Ronald. The message says,
“I am having a party. You are not invited.” Circle the word that shows how Alicia
might feel after she receives the message.

a) hurt

b) excited

c) popular

Answer feedback
The correct answer is a. Alicia probably feels hurt by Ronald’s message. Telling someone they 
aren’t invited can hurt their feelings. Things that are hurtful in person are also hurtful online

2. Theo is having fun playing Dragons and Knights online. Then he sees a message
����IURP�DQRWKHU�SOD\HU��,W�VD\V��´<RX·UH�UXLQLQJ�WKH�JDPH��VWXSLG�µ�:KDW�VKRXOG�7KHR�GR��
����DERXW�WKH�PHVVDJH"�:KDW�VKRXOGQ·W�KH�GR"�8VH�WKH�FKDUW�EHORZ�WR�ILOO�LQ�WKH�OHWWHUV�� �

 that go with each answer. 

Answer feedback

a) Ignore the player who sent the mean
message

d) Save the message in case the other
player sends Theo another mean
message

e) Tell an adult about the message

b) Write a message back that says,
“You’re so stupid, you’re the one
ruining the game”

c) Pretend that he doesn’t feel hurt by
the message

f) Never play Dragons and Knights
online again
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���6RPHWLPHV�LW·V�KDUG�WR�NQRZ�ZKDW�D�PHVVDJH�RQOLQH�PHDQV�ZKHQ�\RX�UHDG�LW���������� �
����<RX�PD\�QRW�NQRZ�LI�D�PHVVDJH�LV�RND\�RU�KXUWIXO�EHFDXVH�\RX�FDQ·W�KHDU�KRZ�WKH�� �
����SHUVRQ�VD\V�LW��&LUFOH�WKH�FDWHJRU\�WKDW�VKRZV�KRZ�\RX�WKLQN�WKH�PHVVDJH�ZDV�� �
����PHDQW��'R�\RX�WKLQN�WKH�PHVVDJH�ZDV�PHDQW�WR�EH�RND\��KXUWIXO��RU�VRPHWKLQJ��������
    in between?

Message: Good job, nerd!

Answer feedback
Answers will vary. Sometimes it is hard to tell if a message online is meant to be hurtful or not when 
you can’t see or hear how the message is said. Little clues like a smile, a frown, or a laugh that tell you 
about the meaning of the message are lost when all you see are the words on a screen. 

Okay In Between Hurtful
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