
ENVIRONMENTAL ACTIVISM

GRETA THUNBERG

Research her life and
accomplishments

Reading. Exercises. Presentation.



Early Life: 

Major Accomplishments: 

Job:  Picture:  

Family Life: 

3 Interesting Facts: 

GRETA  THURNBERG

You say you love your children above all else, and yet you are stealing their future
right infront of their very eyes. 

- student
- environmental activist

Born January 3rd, 2003. 
Stockholm, Sweden.

Parents: Malena Ernman, 
                 Svante Thunberg

1. Greta is a vegan and doesn't eat any meat.

2. Her school strike movement was inspired after she saw students striking at school after
a school mass shooting.

3. She sailed across the Atlantic to lower her carbon footprint and attend a conference.

- At the age of 15 Greta started standing outside the 
Swedish parliament with a sign that said "Skolstrejk för 
klimatet".  
- Greta suffers from Asperger's - her mother announced 
it to the world. Greta believes it isn't a disease or bad 
thing, she says it is her "superpower".

Youngest person ever to be awarded Time magazine
s Person Of The Year.

She spoke to the United Nations and many world 
leaders.

She was nominated for a Nobel Prize.  

Her mother is an opera singer and 
her father is an actor.

At the age of 8 Greta read about 
climate change and got really       
        depressed
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Greta Thunberg's 

speech at the UN 

Climate Action 

Summit in New York 

This is all wrong. I 

shouldn't be standing 

here. I should be back in 

school on the other side of 

the ocean. Yet you all 

come to me for hope? How dare you! You have stolen 

my dreams and my childhood with your empty words. 

And yet I'm one of the lucky ones. People are suffering. 

People are dying. Entire ecosystems are collapsing. We 

are in the beginning of a mass extinction. And all you can 

talk about is money and fairytales of eternal economic 

growth. How dare you! 

For more than 30 years the science has been crystal 

clear. How dare you continue to look away, and come 

here saying that you are doing enough, when the politics 

and solutions needed are still nowhere in sight. 

You say you 'hear' us and that you understand the 

urgency. But no matter how sad and angry I am, I don't 

want to believe that. Because if you fully understood the 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TMrtLsQbaok


situation and still kept on failing to act, then you would 

be evil. And I refuse to believe that. 

The popular idea of cutting our emissions in half in 10 

years only gives us a 50% chance of staying below 1.5C 

degrees, and the risk of setting off irreversible chain 

reactions beyond human control. 

Maybe 50% is acceptable to you. But those numbers 

don't include tipping points, most feedback loops, 

additional warming hidden by toxic air pollution or the 

aspects of justice and equity. They also rely on my and 

my children's generation sucking hundreds of billions of 

tonnes of your CO2 out of the air with technologies that 

barely exist. So a 50% risk is simply not acceptable to us 

– we who have to live with the consequences.

To have a 67% chance of staying below a 1.5C global 

temperature rise – the best odds given by the 

Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change – the world 

had 420 gigatonnes of carbon dioxide left to emit back 

on 1 January 2018. Today that figure is already down to 

less than 350 gigatonnes. How dare you pretend that 

this can be solved with business-as-usual and some 

technical solutions. With today's emissions levels, that 

remaining CO2 budget will be entirely gone in less than 

eight and a half years. 



There will not be any solutions or plans presented in line 

with these figures today. Because these numbers are too 

uncomfortable. And you are still not mature enough to 

tell it like it is. 

You are failing us. But the young people are starting to 

understand your betrayal. The eyes of all future 

generations are upon you. And if you choose to fail us I 

say we will never forgive you. We will not let you get 

away with this. Right here, right now is where we draw 

the line. The world is waking up. And change is coming, 

whether you like it or not. 

After Watching
I agree / disagree with Greta because __________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

https://www.dailymotion.com/video/x7ln73t
https://www.dailymotion.com/video/x7ln73t


 Greta Thunberg at the United Nations 

DISCUSSION 

1. In pairs or small groups, discuss the following questions:

a. What do you know about climate change?

b. What do you know about the United Nations?

VOCABULARY & VIDEO 

2. Use the words in CAPITAL LETTERS to form a new word that fits into each

blank. 

a. You have stolen my dreams and my __________ with your empty words. CHILD

b. We are in the beginning of a mass __________. EXTINCT

c. The popular idea of cutting our emissions in half in 10 years only gives us a 50%

chance of staying below 1.5°C, and the risk of setting off __________ chain reactions 

beyond human control. REVERSE 

d. There will not be any solutions or plans presented in line with these figures here today,

because these numbers are too __________. CONFORT 

e. The young people are starting to understand your __________. BETRAY

3. Watch Greta Thurberg, a climate activist, address word leaders at the UN

climate action summit in New York, and check if your answers are correct. 

4. Watch the video again and answer the questions below.

a. How does Greta feel about the situation?

b. From Greta’s perspective, what do world leaders’ concerns?

c. Why does she say “you would be evil”?

d. What does “50%” refers to?

e. What will happen in 8 ½ years?

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TMrtLsQbaok
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TMrtLsQbaok


 Greta Thunberg at the United Nations 

DISCUSSION 

5. In pairs or small groups, discuss about which of the following practices can

have a greatest impact on reducing climate change. 

a. Reduce our use of energy and our consumption of manufactured goods that become

waste. 

b. Choose the most energy-efficient transportation means

that meet our needs and abilities. 

c. Plant and preserve trees and native plants and choose

sustainably harvested wood and wood products. 

d. Use financial resources to encourage corporate social responsibility with reference to

global warming/climate change. 

e. Commit to continue to learn about the science, impact, and mitigation of global

warming/climate change and communicate this knowledge by teaching about and 

discussing the problems and dangers of, and actions to address, climate change. 

6. Go around the class and compare your answers.

ROLE-PLAY 

7. Work in pairs. One of you will be a world leader and

the other will be a climate activist. Discuss about the 

advantages and disadvantages of the practices in exercise 6. 

Decide which one/s is the most urgent and which one/s can 

wait. 

DIG DEEPER 

These are some documentaries available on Netflix if you would like to know more 

about the topic. 

Before the Flood – Mission Blue – Terra – Chasing Coral 



Please visit us! 
The largest and most complete lesson library on the web. 

https://resources.eltbuzz.com/search.html



