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I just can’t  

Believe my ears! 
I totally agree 
with you. 

Just between  

  you and me …. Never in a million 
years … 

If I were him, 

 I’d …. 
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Research shows that students learn best by learning and using  
language « chunks ».  Chunks are meaningful strings of words 
with a distinct meaning and purpose.  This NYTs article is a 
nice overview.  
 
These exercises get students speaking and practicing lexical 
chunks in a defined situation.  They are suitable for 
intermediate and higher level students.  
 
The conversation prompt is on the right. Start there.  Then, 
students use the lexical chunk or expression on the left to 
respond.  Continue in a sequence.  Each lesson is focused on a 
particular language function (purpose).  
 
The teacher should model  use and the exercise, first by using 
the language prompt and asking students to naturally respond 
– choosing a chunk from the list.  Not all chunks are 
appropriate as responses!  
 
On subsequent days test students by erasing the chunk and 
asking them to respond and practice the language function.  
 
It’s a unique approach to language learning and teaching, I 
hope you’ll enjoy these classes. I know your students will.  
 

David Deubelbeiss 

1. Prompt students. What 
chunks do they already 
know and can use well? 
 

2. Whole class. Share the 
lesson and chunks. 
Model the 
communication for 
students. 
 

3. In small groups or pairs, 
students practice 
speaking using the 
prompt and responding 
with the language chunk. 
 

4. Extend. Make your own 
prompts and try to 
respond. 
 

 
 
 

 

How to “Get TALKing”  

http://www.nytimes.com/2010/09/19/magazine/19FOB-OnLanguage-Zimmer.html?_r=0
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Teachers should earn more money. 
 
We should have a woman President. 
 
The economy isn’t doing too well.  
 
Friday is the best day of the week! 
 
I wish I didn’t have to work so hard. 
 
I have the worst neighbors in the world.  
 
I don’t understand why countries go to war. 
 
Country life is much better than city life.  
 
The future will be much better for my children. 

I totally agree.  
 
Couldn’t agree more.  
 
I’m with you.  
 
You bet.    
 
Can’t disagree with that.  
 
That makes sense.  
 
That gets my vote.  
 
I think so too.  So true. 
 
Yes, indeed! 
 
I concur.  
 
 

Agreeing 
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I think I’m going to win the lottery this week! 
 
Men lived together with dinosaurs.  
 
75% of people on the earth have never used a 
telephone. 
 
China has the most English speakers in the world.  
 
People drink more coffee than the amount of 
gasoline used each day. 
 
Table tennis is much harder than badminton. 
 
Cancer is caused by eating meat. 
 
Milk has many chemicals and is bad for children.  
 
Women are better drivers than men. 

Are you sure about that?  
 
No way!  
 
Get out of here! 
 
You got to be kidding? 
 
I don’t think so.  
 
Do I look like I was born 
yesterday? 
 
Are you serious? 
 
Come again? 
 
That’s not how I see it. 
 
 
 

Disagreeing 
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First … 
First of all … 
To begin with … 
 
 
Then,… 
After that ….. 
So then, ….. 
So ….. 
 
 
Finally, ….. 
At the end …. 
To make a long story short … 
 

Telling a story 
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Can you help me with my homework tomorrow? 
 
Where were you on Saturday?   I waited 30 minutes.  
 
Are you available for a 2pm meeting on Skype? 
 
Can you spare a moment of your time? 
 
Why didn’t you clean the house on the weekend? 
 
How about going out for a quick drink? 
 
Would you like to play tennis tomorrow evening? 
 
Did you buy the  bread and milk like I asked you? 
 
Could you join us after the meeting? 
 
 

Sorry, I had to ………. 
 
I couldn’t because …… 
 
Sorry, it completely slipped 
my mind. 
 
Sorry but I’m really busy. 
 
Sorry, I have to ….. 
 
Sorry, I don’t have a 
moment to spare.  
 
I’m busy. Maybe some 
other time? 
 
I can’t make it. 

Giving excuses 
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I try and try but I can’t save any money! 
 
My upstairs neighbors never stop making noise.  
 
I run every day but can’t seem to lose any weight. 
 
My dog always pees on the floor. 
 
I keep catching a cold and I’m always sick.  
 
My boss always gives me the hardest jobs.  
 
I need a new computer but don’t have any money.  
 
My TOEIC score is so low! 
 
My parents don’t want me to travel the world.  
 
It takes me hours to get to sleep in the evening.  

If I were you, I’d ….. 
 
Why don’t you ….. 
 
How about …….ing ……? 
 
Would it be possible to ….? 
 
You could always …… 
 
Have you thought about ….? 
 
Why not ……?  
 
It would be great if …… 
 
 

Giving Advice 
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If  
 
If I ever …. 
 
Whenever ….. 
 
As soon as …. 
 
By the time ….. 
 
Unless …..  
 
When ….. 
 
 

Future Possibilities 

Become ill Become ill 

Start the car 

Live alone 

Move to 
Canada 

Win the 
lottery 

Sell the 
house 

Lose my job 

Get married 

Go into the 
hospital 

Give up 
sport Become fit 

Make friends 

Lose weight 

Make friends 



Conditions of use 

Date Your text here 

9 

Prices are so high these days! 
 
It has been raining for weeks now! 
 
My girlfriend left me.  
 
I lost my job yesterday.  
 
My dog died and left me a huge vet bill. 
 
I can’t understand my teacher’s accent.  
 
I have put on 5 kilograms since Christmas. 
 
I failed my math test.  
 
It is so hard to find a parking space near here.  

On the other hand … 
 
Very true but …. 
 
Look at it this way …. 
 
Even so ….. 
 
But in the long run, …. 
 
But then again …. 
 
Anyway, …… 
 
To make up for it …. 

Looking At The Bright Side 
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I’d say it’s ….. 
 
Could it be …..? 
 
It’s difficult to say. I’d guess 
….. 
 
It looks like ….. 
 
I think it is ….. 
 
Perhaps it’s ……. 
 
I’m pretty sure it is ….. 
 
It might be ….. 

Generalizing  
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I finally got a promotion at work. 
 
I finished 2nd in a race this weekend.  
 
My fiancee said yes! 
 
I’m moving  to Hawaii.  
 
I got a thousand dollars back on my taxes. 
 
The doctor gave me a clean bill of health. 
 
I got asked to give a speech for my company.  
 
My daughter won her singing competition.  
 
I saved $5,000 this year. 

I’m so happy for you! 
 
That’s great news. 
 
Couldn’t happen to a nicer 
person.  
 
So happy to hear that.  
 
Congratulations! 
 
You deserve it.  
 
Good going!  
 
Well done.  

I’m Happy For You 
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My friend’s car is so cool.  
 
The party was so much fun.   
 
I have applied to study at Harvard next year. 
 
My mother brought a dog home yesterday.  
 
I’m planning on traveling the world next year.  
 
I went to visit my grandparents on the weekend.  
 
I won’t ever speak English fluently! 
 
Public transportation in Korea is really 
inexpensive. 
 
I ate at the Ritz Carelton last night.   

Have you? 
 
Did you? 
 
Was it?  
 
Are you? 
 
Will you? 
 
Really?  
 
Is it?  

Showing Interest 
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Can I borrow $50 bucks? I'm broke. 
 
Our teacher is letting us have the day off. 
 
They've cancelled the football season. 
 
My mother might go to prison! 
 
Men used to kill dinosaurs with arrows. 
 
Can you help me with my homework? 
 
There is going to be a civil war soon. 
 
Our president has done so many wonderful 
things. 
 
The future will be much better for my children. 
 
Hey, would you like to join me for a coffee? 

Go away! 
 
Bugger off! 
 
Get out of here! 
 
No way! 
 
You gotta be kidding! 
 
As if! 
 
Stop pulling my leg. 
 
Do pigs fly? 
 
Oh my god. That's 
idiotic. 
 
Leave me alone! 

Showing Disinterest 
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I’m exhausted. 
 
This meeting is going nowhere. 
 
My energy is low.  
 
We have been going around in circles. 
 
I have to be somewhere in 10 minutes. 
 
We got a lot of work done today. 
 
Someone is calling from the other room.  
 
The bell is about to ring.    
 
Nobody is paying any attention. 
 
This is getting to be very boring.  

Let’s take a break. 
 
Let’s continue later. 
 
Let’s call it a day.  
 
Why don’t we take a 
break? 
 
Let’s move on.  
 
Let’s wrap this up.  
 
Let’s circle back later. 
 
Let’s take 5.   
 

Taking A Break 
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I only parked there for 5 minutes and got a ticket! 
 
I didn’t study and failed my exam.  
 
My girlfriend / boyfriend left me.  
 
My mother wouldn’t lend me any money.  
 
I was only going 100 kpm!  Why did I have an accident?  
 
I bet on my team and they lost.  
 
I was told I won’t be graduating this year.  
 
I was only 15 minutes late but she’d already left.  
 
I pay so much for Apple accessories!  
 
The dinner was amazing! I ate a lot but I’m now sick.  
 

I told you so! 
 
That will teach you! 
 
It serves you right. 
 
Lesson learned! 
 
It’s your own fault.  
 
You deserved it.  
 
What did you expect? 
 
Won’t be the last time! 
 
When will you ever learn? 
 

Schadenfreude - Gloating 
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I heard your best friend is doing drugs. 
 
The election was influenced by Russians. 
 
The earth could be flat.  
 
There are serious problems with this class.  
 
So you think our teacher isn’t very smart? 
 
Everyone should carry a gun these days.  
 
The next President will be a woman.  
 
Everyone is going to fail the next test.  
 
People with money are all boring.  
 
Things will be back to normal soon.  

That’s not what I said at all. 
 
Only partially true.  
 
Where did you get that idea 
from? 
 
The fact of the matter is … 
 
Look. Let’s get this straight. 
 
The truth of the matter is … 
 
Let me set you straight.  
 
You’re far from right.  
 
Not even close.  
 

Setting The Record Straight 
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It’s impossible to get any help around here! 
 
Our country is always on the wrong side of history. 
 
The country is so polluted! 
 
Learning English in a class is not very effective.  
 
Prices keep going up and up these days.  
 
Miami and Singapore will soon be under water.  
 
The police should get far less money.  
 
We need to get to Mars as soon as possible. 
 
The internet should be free for everyone! 
 
The world is getting warmer and warmer each 
year. 

Does this mean that … ? 
 
How come …?  
 
Why do you think so? 
 
What makes you think that? 
 
Can you elaborate? 
 
I don’t understand why …  
 
Can you explain why …? 
 
Do you mean to say … ? 
 
Why is it that …?  
 

Asking For An Explanation 
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Baseball is so boring to watch.  
 
Political leaders really don’t matter much.  
 
Professional athletes make way too much money. 
 
Elon Musk is just plain crazy!  
 
The world is heading for disaster. 
 
Daily meditation keeps a person physically healthy. 
 
People in general are getting more stupid.  
 
This class is quite helpful.  
 
Public transportation isn’t fun to use. 
 
The stock market isn’t a good indication of the 
strength of the economy. 

Take for example … 
 
Look at the way … 
 
To give you an idea … 
 
Take the way he/she … 
 
For instance … 
 
For example … 
 
For one thing … 
 
By way of illustration … 
 
Yes. You just have to … 
 

Providing An Example 
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…. means  ………..  Correct!  That’s right.  
 
Yes.  Right.  
 
Exactly.  Right on.  
 
I’m afraid not.   
 
Not quite.   You’re close. 
 
Close but no cigar.  
 
I don’t know.  I’m not sure.  
 
I couldn’t tell you.  
 
Maybe. Maybe not.  
 

IBM                ASAP                 RSVP            

OPEC              NATO                LOL   

ETA                  mph                 IOU            

SOS                 PM                    FBI            

&                   TEFL                  USSR             Inc.           

Right Or Wrong 
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