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The Proust Questionnaire
1. WHAT IS YOUR IDEA OF PERFECT HAPPINESS?

3. WHICH HISTORICAL FIGURE DO YOU MOST IDENTIFY WITH?

2. WHAT IS YOUR GREATEST FEAR?

4. WHICH LIVING PERSON DO YOU MOST ADMIRE?

5. WHAT IS THE TRAIT YOU MOST DEPLORE IN YOURSELF?

6. WHAT IS THE TRAIT YOU MOST DEPLORE IN OTHERS?

7. WHAT IS YOUR GREATEST EXTRAVAGANCE?

8. ON WHAT OCCASION DO YOU LIE?

9. WHAT DO YOU DISLIKE MOST ABOUT YOUR APPEARANCE?

10. WHEN AND WHERE WERE YOU HAPPIEST?

11. IF YOU COULD CHANGE ONE THING ABOUT YOURSELF WHAT
 WOULD IT BE?

13. WHAT DO YOU CONSIDER YOUR GREATEST ACHIEVEMENT?

12. IF YOU COULD CHANGE ONE THING ABOUT YOUR FAMILY WHAT
 WOULD IT BE?

14. IF YOU DIED AND CAME BACK AS A PERSON OR THING WHAT DO
 YOU THINK IT WOULD BE?

15. WHAT IS YOUR MOST TREASURED POSSESSION?

16. WHAT DO YOU REGARD AS THE LOWEST DEPTH OF MISERY?

17. WHO ARE YOUR HEROES IN REAL LIFE?

18. WHAT IS IT THAT YOU MOST DISLIKE?

19. HOW WOULD YOU LIKE TO DIE?

20. WHAT IS YOUR MOTTO?



Answer this Proust questionnaire as honestly as 
possible. (or pretend to be a celebrity).  
 
You’ll be asked by the class to share some answers!  
  
1. Who are your favorite heroes of fiction? 
 
__________________________________________. 
 
2.  To what faults do you feel most indulgent? 
 
__________________________________________. 
 
3. Where would you like to live?  Why? 
 
________________________________________________________________________ 
 
4.  The quality you most admire in a man or woman?  
 
________________________________________________________________________ 
 
5.  Your favorite virtue? 
 
________________________________________________________________________ 
 
6.  What is your idea of earthly happiness?  
 
________________________________________________________________________ 
 
7.  Your proudest achievement?  
 
________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
8.   What would you have liked to be?  
 
________________________________________________________________________ 
 
9.  What would you like to be?  
 
________________________________________________________________________ 
 
10.  Your principle defect?  
 
________________________________________________________________________ 
 



 
11.  What are your favorite names?  
 
________________________________________________________________________ 
 
12.  What is your motto? 
 
________________________________________________________________________ 
 
13.  What do you dislike most about your appearance? 
 
________________________________________________________________________ 
 
14.  How would you like to die? 
 
________________________________________________________________________ 
 
15.  What natural gift would you most like to possess? 
 
________________________________________________________________________ 
 
16.  What events in military history do you most admire? 
 
________________________________________________________________________ 
 
17.  What historical figures do you most despise (hate)? 
 
________________________________________________________________________ 
 
18.  What is it you most dislike? 
 
________________________________________________________________________ 
 
19.  What word or expression do you most overuse? 
 
________________________________________________________________________ 
 
20.  What is your favorite flower? 
 
________________________________________________________________________ 
 
21.  What to your mind would be the most greatest of misfortunes? 
 
________________________________________________________________________ 
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ANDRE AGASSI – Proust Interview 

What is your current state of mind? 
Content, but expectant. 

Which living person do you most admire? 
Stefanie Graf. 

What is your greatest fear? 
Letting down the people I love. 

What is the trait you most deplore in yourself? 
At times I’ve been blinded by loyalty. 

What is the trait you most deplore in others? 
Disloyalty. 

What is your greatest extravagance? 
I’ve been known to travel vast distances to snowboard. 

What do you consider the most overrated virtue? 
A tie: patience and stoicism. 

Which living person do you most despise? 
I don’t have time to despise. But there are one or two broken people whom I definitely 
avoid. 

Which talent would you most like to have? 
Roger Federer’s. 

If you could change one thing about yourself, what would it be? 
I would be less unsettled/obsessed by questions like this one. 

What do you consider your greatest achievement? 
The Andre Agassi College Preparatory Academy. 

What do you regard as the lowest depth of misery? 
Waking up one day and not being able to tell the good guys from the bad guys in my life. 

What is your favorite occupation? 
I haven’t found it yet. 

What do you most value in your friends? 
Their time. 

 

 
 

Who are your favorite 
writers? 
C. S. Lewis, J. R. Moehringer. 

Who is your favorite hero of 
fiction? 
Odysseus. 

How would you like to die? 
At the dawn of the 22nd 
century, doing something I 
hate. 

What is your motto? 
“Never bring a knife to a 
gunfight.” 
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Which historical figure do you most identify with? 
My brothers Jack and Bobby. 

Which living person do you most admire? 
My wife, Vicki, because of all she does. 

What is the trait you most deplore in yourself? 
I gain weight just by looking at food. 

What is the trait you most deplore in others?                          Edward Kennedy 
Bigotry. 

What is your greatest fear? 
Another two years of Republican control of Congress. 

What is your greatest extravagance? 
Maintaining my 60-year-old wooden sailboat, Mya. 

What is your idea of perfect happiness? 
Sailing on Mya with Vicki at my side and my dogs, Splash and Sunny, at my feet. And, 
of course, a Democrat in the White House and regaining our majority in the Senate.  

What is your favorite journey? 
Driving down Route 6 on my way home to Hyannis Port. 

What do you consider the most overrated virtue? 
Silence. 

On what occasion do you lie? 
When I tell each of my sisters that she’s the prettiest of them all. 

What do you dislike most about your appearance? 
I can’t quite perfect that GQ crisp look. 

Which living person do you most despise? 
Osama bin Laden. 

When and where were you happiest? 
Every Thanksgiving, when our family gathers on Cape Cod. 

Which talent would you most like to have? 
Persuading more senators to vote as I do. 

If you could change one thing about yourself, what would it be? 
I’d have won in 1980. 



If you could change one thing about your family, what would it be? 
Jack would have had a second term. 

What do you consider your greatest achievement? 
Having children who turned out to be the loving, involved, and interesting people they 
are. 

If you were to die and come back as a person or thing, what do you think it would 
be? 
Probably a punching bag. 

If you could choose what to come back as, what would it be? 
One of the Three Tenors. 

What is your most treasured possession? 
My brother’s dog tags from PT 109. 

What do you regard as the lowest depth of misery? 
Suddenly losing a loved one. 

What is your favorite occupation? 
U.S. senator. 

What is your most marked characteristic? 
Loyalty to friends and never giving up. 

Who are your favorite writers? 
Mark Twain, Seamus Heaney, and Doris Kearns Goodwin. 

Who is your favorite hero of fiction? 
James Bond. 

Who are your heroes in real life? 
My brothers. 

What is it that you most dislike? 
Poverty in this land of plenty. 

What is your motto? 
“The dream shall never die.” 
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If you could change one thing about your family, what would it be? 
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What is your idea of perfect happiness? 
I don't know how happiness could get any more perfect, but I think it would involve more 
puppies. 

What is your greatest fear? 
Finding a panther in my bathroom. 

Which historical figure do you most identify with? 
Burt Reynolds. 

Which living person do you most admire? 
Is Teddy Roosevelt still with us? I liked him. He was a good president. 

What is the trait you most deplore in yourself? 
That I don't really know the definition of "deplore."                  ELLEN DEGENERIS 

What is the trait you most deplore in others? 
Tardiness. No, wait, arrogance. How about being late and then being arrogant about it? 

What is your greatest extravagance? 
I hope this doesn't affect your opinion of me, but I have a garbage can that you don't even 
have to touch for it to open. You put your foot in the sensor zone. It's very extravagant. 

What is your favorite journey? 
Whichever one "Lovin', Touchin', Squeezin'" is on. 

What do you consider the most overrated virtue? 
Small wrists. 

What do you dislike most about your appearance? 
My hair can really bug me sometimes. 

Which living person do you most despise? 
I don't despise anyone. That's a waste of energy. 

Which words or phrases do you most overuse? 
I say "By Jove!" way too much. Either I do or Sherlock Holmes does. Whoever it is, it 
has to stop. 

What is your greatest regret? 
I don't have any regrets or I wouldn't be the person I am today. Although, my 80s mullet 
does come close. 

What or who is the greatest love of your life? 
PDR. 



Which talent would you most like to have? 
I'd like to play the piano. Just the black keys. 

If you could change one thing about your family, what would it be? 
I'm going to save this answer for my memoirs. 

What do you consider your greatest achievement? 
Being able to do what I love, and being able to install a dimmer. 

If you were to die and come back as a person or thing, what do you think it would 
be? 
I've always thought I'd come back as an animal, preferably one that has no predators. So 
either a tiger or a killer whale. Watch, I'll end up in a SeaWorld with some kid shoving an 
oversize toothbrush in my mouth. 

What do you regard as the lowest depth of misery? 
That's a bummer of a question. 

What is your most marked characteristic? 
I, like Popeye, am what I am. 

What do you most value in your friends? 
Availability to play poker. 

Who are your favorite writers? 
My writers. 

Who is your favorite hero of fiction? 
Madonna and Garp. 

What are your favorite names? 
Off the top of my head, Tabitha, Darrin 

Great fake names. 

What is it that you most dislike? 
What's with focusing on the negativity? 

How would you like to die? 
No, thank you. 

What is your motto? 
"Let's try to beat that." 

 



What is your idea of perfect happiness? 

What is your greatest fear?  

Which historical figure do you most identify with? 

Which living person do you most admire? 
 

What is the trait you most deplore in yourself?  
 ELLEN DEGENERIS 

What is the trait you most deplore in others? 
 

What is your greatest extravagance? 

What is your favorite journey? 
 

What do you consider the most overrated virtue? 

What do you dislike most about your appearance? 

Which living person do you most despise? 
 

Which words or phrases do you most overuse? 

What is your greatest regret? 

What or who is the greatest love of your life? 



Which talent would you most like to have? 

If you could change one thing about your family, what would it be? 

What do you consider your greatest achievement? 
 

If you were to die and come back as a person or thing, what do you think it would 
be? 

What do you regard as the lowest depth of misery? 

What is your most marked characteristic? . 

What do you most value in your friends? 

Who are your favorite writers? 

Who is your favorite hero of fiction? 

What are your favorite names?  

What is it that you most dislike?  

How would you like to die? 

What is your motto? 



What is your greatest fear? 
Illness. 

Which living person do you most admire? 
Barack Obama. 

What is your greatest extravagance? 
Having five minutes to myself. 

On what occasion do you lie? 
Rarely. 

When and where were you happiest? 
Eating a burnt-bacon cheeseburger. 

What do you consider your greatest achievement? 
My kids. 

Which talent would you most like to have? 
To speak five languages. 

Where would you like to live? 
I live in all my favorite places. 

What is the quality you most like in a woman? 
Kindness. 

What is the quality you most like in a man? 
The same. 

Who is your favorite hero of fiction? 
Batman. 

What is your most treasured possession? 
My little dog, Bikini. 

What or who is the greatest love of your life? 
After 45 years of marriage, I think it’s obvious—Ricky. 

Who are your favorite writers? 
Ayn Rand, Ernest Hemingway. 

Who are your heroes in real life? 
As a child: Joe DiMaggio, Frank Sinatra. Today: my psychiatrist. 

 

  Ralph Lauren 
 

What is your greatest regret? 
“I’ve had a few, but then again, 
too few to mention.” 

What are your favorite names? 
“Ralph” is not one of them. 

What is your current state of 
mind? 
Depends upon my hair. 

What do you most value in your 
friends? 
Caring. 

What is the trait you most 
deplore in others? 
Selfishness. 

What do you regard as the 
lowest depth of misery? 
Watching someone you love 
suffer through illness, and being 
unable to help. 

What is your motto? 
I had a motto, but I can’t 
remember it. 
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What is your greatest regret? 
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What is your idea of perfect happiness? 
Being with those that I love, and they have no problems. 

What is your greatest fear? 
Pain of any sort. 

What is the trait you most deplore in yourself? 
Cowardice. 

What is the trait you most deplore in others? 
Selfishness. 

Which living person do you most admire? 
Nelson Mandela. 

What is your greatest extravagance? 
Time wasting. 

What do you consider the most overrated virtue? 
Virtuousness. 

On what occasion do you lie? 
Whenever my mouth is open. 

What do you dislike most about your appearance? 
My waistline. 

Which living person do you most despise? 
That is the easiest question: Mugabe. 

Which words or phrases do you most overuse? 
“F—k you!” and “F—k me!” 

What or who is the greatest love of your life? 
Kristina, and all my children and grandchildren. 

When and where were you happiest? 
This morning in bed. 

If you could change one thing about yourself, what would it be? 
My modesty. 

What do you consider your greatest achievement? 
Becoming 80. 
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If you were to die and come back as a person or thing, what do you think it would 
be? 
Who said I am going to die? 

Where would you like to live? 
I am there already. 

What is your most treasured possession? 
My wife. 

What is your favorite occupation? 
I have it, but I would rather be a doctor of medicine. 

What is your most marked characteristic? 
My sickening charm. 

What do you most value in your friends? 
Loyalty. 

Who are your favorite writers? 
Josephine Hart, William Buckley, James Clavell, Jeffrey Archer, and Taki. 

Who is your favorite hero of fiction? 
Rhett Butler. 

Which historical figure do you most identify with? 
Richard the Lion-Hearted. 

What is it that you most dislike? 
Intolerance and any form of bigotry. 

What is your greatest regret? 
I didn’t work with David Lean. 

How would you like to die? 
I have no intention of doing so! 

What is your motto? 
“Do unto others … etc.” 

 



What is your idea of perfect happiness?  

What is your greatest fear? 

What is the trait you most deplore in yourself? 

What is the trait you most deplore in others? 

Which living person do you most admire? 

What is your greatest extravagance? 

What do you consider the most overrated virtue? 

On what occasion do you lie? 

What do you dislike most about your appearance? 

Which living person do you most despise? 

Which words or phrases do you most overuse? 

What or who is the greatest love of your life? 

When and where were you happiest?  

If you could change one thing about yourself, what would it be? 

What do you consider your greatest achievement? 
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If you were to die and come back as a person or thing, what do you think it would 
be? 

Where would you like to live? 

What is your most treasured possession? 

What is your favorite occupation? 
. 

What is your most marked characteristic? 

What do you most value in your friends? 

Who are your favorite writers?  

Who is your favorite hero of fiction? 

Which historical figure do you most identify with? 

What is it that you most dislike?  

What is your greatest regret?  

How would you like to die? 

What is your motto?  
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