English grammar

REVIEW
THE
TENSES
Exercises to identify and write examples of
the differenttenses of the English language.

Metalinguistic Knowledge

Name:

Which Tense?
Remember: A tense can be either PAST, PRESENT or FUTURE.
Write down the tense being used in each of these sentences.
Then, write another sentence in that tense.
a. Lily walked along the beach as the sun went down.

b. I will have to buy a present for Indie's birthday this weekend.

c. I walk towards the door to answer it.

d. Yesterday was the longest day. There was just so much to do!

e. Caitlin's recital will be so much fun.

f. I play tennis every weekend at the local club.

g. Imagine if we had practice yesterday. We would've gotten wet!

h. Jean has the cutest dog you've ever seen. Her name is Cleo.

i. We'd been watching movies all night, my eyes had started to hurt.

Name:

The Present
What do they do every day?
Look at the pictures and write sentences. Use the present tense.
1
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6

1- She listens to music every day.
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Name:

Present Continuous
What are they doing?
Look at the pictures and write sentences. Use the present continuous tense.
1

2

5

6

1- She´s reading a book.
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Name:

Present perfect continuous
What have they been doing?
Look at the pictures and write sentences.
Use the present perfect continuous tense with for / since (How long?).
1
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1- He´s been listening to music on Spotify for 3 hours.
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Name:

past simple
What did they do yesterday?
Look at the pictures and write sentences. Use the past simple tense.
1

2

5

6

1- They had a meeting yesterday.
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Name:

past Continuous
What were they doing at 3 pm yesterday?
Look at the pictures and write sentences. Use the past continuous tense.
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1- She was listening to music at 3 pm yesterday.
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Name:

future simple
What will they do tomorrow?
Look at the pictures and write sentences. Use the future simple tense.
1
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6

1- He´ll surf the internet tomorrow.
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Name:

future "going to"
What do they plan on doing tomorrow?
Look at the pictures and write sentences. Use "going to".
1

2

5

6

3

7

1- They are going to have a meeting tomorrow.
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Name:

past perfect Continuous
What had they been doing before he arrived?
Look at the pictures and write sentences. Use the past perfect continuous tense.
1
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1- She had been listening to music before he arrived.
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Name:

If conditional statements
What if they do that?
Look at the pictures and write sentences. Make an if statement.
1
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1- If she listens to music, she probably won't fall asleep.
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English Tenses Timeline Chart
This timeline tenses chart provides a handy reference sheet to English tenses and their relationship to one another and the
past, present and future. Conjugated verbs are highlighted in bold.

Tenses which are rarely used in everyday

conversation are marked by an asterik (*).
TIMELINE
SIMPLE ACTIVE

PROGRESSIVE /
CONTINUOUS ACTIVE

SIMPLE PASSIVE

PROGRESSIVE / CONTINUOUS
PASSIVE

PAST TIME
^
|
|
|
|

The painting had been
She had already
sold twice before it was
eaten when I arrived.
destroyed.

I bought a new car
last week.

The book was written
in 1876 by Frank Smith.

She has lived in
California for many
years.

The company has been
managed by Fred Jones
for the last two years.

He works five days a Those shoes are made
week.
in Italy.

^
|
PAST
PERFECT
|
|
^
|
PAST
|
|
^
|
PRESENT
PERFECT
|
|
^
|
PRESENT
|
|

The house had been being painted
I had been waiting for four
for over a month before they began
hours when he finally arrived.
to decorate the interior. *

I was watching TV when she The problem was being solved
arrived.
when I arrived late for class.

She has been working at
Johnson's for six months.

The students have been being
taught for the last four hours. *

I am working at the moment. The work is being done by Jim.

|
FUTURE
The reports are going to be
They are going to fly to New
INTENTION
completed by the marketing
York tomorrow.
|
department.
|
V

The sun will shine
tomorrow.

The food will be
brought later.

I will have completed The project will have
the course by the end been finished by
of next week.
tomorrow afternoon.

|
FUTURE
SIMPLE
|
|
V
|
FUTURE
PERFECT
|
|
V
FUTURE
TIME
|

She will be teaching tomorrow The rolls will be being baked at
at six o'clock.
two. *

She will have been working
here for two years by the end
of next month.

The house will have been being
built for six months by the time they
finish. *

NAME:

Date:

Be A Grammar Guru. Can you match these sentences with the correct
verb tense?
Sentence

Verb Tense

I am playing tennis right now.

Present simple

I will have been playing tennis .

Past simple

I was playing tennis at noon yesterday.

Future simple

I have played tennis today

I will / I'm going to be playing tennis tomorrow.

Present perfect

Past perfect

Yesterday, I played tennis.

Future perfect

I had been playing tennis when he arrived.

Present continuous

I will / I'm going to play tennis this week.

Past continuous

I play tennis every day.

Future continuous

I will have played tennis for 2 hours by then.

Present perfect continuous

I have been playing tennis for an hour.

Past perfect continuous

I had played tennis a lot before my accident.

Future perfect continuous

NAME:

Date:

Be A Grammar Guru. Can you match these sentences with the correct
verb tense?
Sentence

Verb Tense

I will call you later

Present perfect continuous

She works at McDonalds.

Future perfect

They are watching TV.

Future continuous

It had been snowing all night.

I walked to work.

Past perfect continuous

Future perfect continuous

They were looking for you.

Past perfect

She'll be arriving tonight.

Present continuous

You had taken a bath

Present simple

Have you heard this song?

Future simple

I've been dreaming about you.

Present perfect

By then, she will have been working for 3 hours

Past simple

I will have finished by then.

Past perfect continuous

Name:

Which Tense?
Remember: A tense can be either PAST, PRESENT or FUTURE.
Write down the tense being used in each of these sentences.
Then, write another sentence in that tense.
a. Lily walked along the beach as the sun went down.
present

b. I will have to buy a present for Indie's birthday this weekend.
future

c. I walk towards the door to answer it.
present

d. Yesterday was the longest day. There was just so much to do!
past

e. Caitlin's recital will be so much fun.
future

f. I play tennis every weekend at the local club.
present

g. Imagine if we had had practice yesterday. We would've gotten wet!
past

h. Jean has the cutest dog you've ever seen. Her name is Cleo.
present

i. We'd been watching movies all night, my eyes had started to hurt.
past

NAME:
Grammar. The Verb Tenses Of English.
Sentence

Date:

Answers
Verb Tense

I play tennis every day.

Present simple

Yesterday, I played tennis.

Past simple

I will / I'm going to play tennis this week.

Future simple

I have played tennis today.

Present perfect

I had played tennis a lot before my accident.

Past perfect

I will have played tennis for 2 hours by then.

Future perfect

I am playing tennis right now.

Present continuous

I was playing tennis at noon yesterday.

Past continuous

I will / I'm going to be playing tennis tomorrow.

Future continuous

I have been playing tennis for an hour.

Present perfect continuous

I had been playing tennis when he arrived.

Past perfect continuous

I will have been playing tennis .

Future perfect continuous

NAME:
Answer Key
Sentence

Date:

Answers
Verb Tense

I will call you later

Future simple

She works at McDonalds.

Present simple

They are watching TV.

Present continuous

It had been snowing all night.

Past perfect continuous

I walked to work.

Past simple

They were looking for you.

Past perfect continuous

She'll be arriving tonight.

Future continuous

You had taken a bath

Past perfect

Have you heard this song?

Present perfect

I've been dreaming about you.

Present perfect continuous

By then, she will have been working for 3 hours

Future perfect continuous

I will have finished by then.

Future perfect
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