
Things We Often Borrow Or Lend
What things do people commonly borrow or lend?  List and compare answers. 



 “Lend” and “Borrow” 
Lend is used when the person of the sentence is giving the item to another (person) to use... 
ALSO: Lend almost always is accompanied by an “object pronoun” in the sentence. – “He lent 
her, He lent a camera to her… etc“ 

Borrow is used when the person in the sentences is asking or being “lent”/given something 
to use and almost NEVER has an object pronoun in the sentence. You cannot say... “He 
borrowed me, he borrowed to me… etc”  

  

Now do the exercises 

 Mrs. Johnson ………………… us her garage to park our lorry on weekends.

 Andy wanted to …………………. fifty dollars for his school trip to the city.

 Are you going to ………………… your mother’s camera for the trip?

 Is your mother going to …………………… you her camera?

 Don’t bother coming if you won’t ………………….. us a hand with the painting.

 Can I ……………………… the car for the weekend, please?

 He’s going to ……………………..his cousins his flat in New York for the summer.

 Did Johnny …………………………  the money to buy his new motorbike?

 I think that I’ll have to…………………………… a cup of flour from my neighbour.

 Did you ………………….Mary your MP3 player? Yes, she …………………it on

Friday.

 Ann didn’t ……………………….. us office space for the staff meeting yesterday.

 “Why don’t you ……………………… Peter’s cell phone to call for a taxi?”

 Mr. Grady wanted to …………………... some garden tools to …………………. to

Anna.

Example:  
Object Pronoun 

Karen lends Tom her bike every Tuesday. =  She is 

allowing/giving permission to Tom to use her bike. 

versus 
Karen borrows a bike every Tuesday. = She is being 

“lent” or given permission to use another’s bike. 



 Mrs. Johnson lent us her garage to park our lorry on weekends.

 Andy wanted to borrow fifty dollars for his school trip to the city.

 Are you going to borrow your mother’s camera for the trip?

 Is your mother going to lend you her camera?

 Don’t bother coming if you won’t lend us a hand with the painting.

 Can I borrow the car for the weekend, please?

 He’s going to borrow his cousins his flat in New York for the summer.

 Did Johnny borrow  the money to buy his new motorbike?

 I think that I’ll have to borrow  a cup of flour from my neighbour.

 Did you lend Mary your MP3 player? Yes, she borrowed it on Friday.

 Ann didn’t lend  us office space for the staff meeting yesterday.

 “Why don’t you borrow Peter’s cell phone to call for a taxi?”

 Mr. Grady wanted to borrow some garden tools to lend to Anna.

Answer Key 



Lend  or Borrow? 
1. Could you  __________________ me some money, please?

2. Some pupils can ___________________ books from their school.

3. Will you ___________________      me your umbrella till tomorrow?

4. Should I ________________________ him my football?

5. You may ________________________     my bike, but be careful.

6. Could I _____________________ your  cup?

7. You can ___________________     your book to Steve.

8. Why do students  _________________     so much money from their parents?

9. Peter won't  ______________________    his car to anyone.

10. Will your mother ___________________    you some money?

........................................................................................................................................... 

1. Could you lend me some money, please?

2. Some pupils can borrow books from their school.

3. Will you lend me your umbrella till tomorrow?

4. Should I lend him my football?

5. You may borrow my bike, but be careful.

6. Could I borrow your cup?

7. You can lend your book to Steve.

8. Why do students borrow so much money from their parents?

9. Peter won't lend his car to anyone.

10. Will your mother lend you some money?
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