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Vultures eat animals that have died in the
wild. Without them, these animals would rot
and smell. They are nature's "garbage men".

 
Vultures have bodies made for this job. Their

heads and necks are almost bare so they
stay clean while feasting on rotten meat.

Vultures also have strong immune systems
so they don’t get sick. If you ate rotten meat,
you’d probably get pretty sick, but vultures

do just fine.
 

What more do you know about vultures? 
 

"NATURE'S 
GARBAGE MEN"

VULTURES

https://easyscienceforkids.com/animals/
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8 Things you need to
know about 

VULTURES

THEY ARE  STRONG GLIDERS.

VULTURES   EAT A LOT.

A WIDE HABITAT

THEY ARE BALD.

THEY'VE GOT STRONG STOMACHS.

VULTURES ARE  LARGE BIRDS. 

EXCELLENT SENSE OF SMELL AND SIGHT.

VULTURES ARE SOCIAL.

Vultures have wide, strong wings. They can glide in the air for
hours looking for a meal.

Vultures eat as much as they can at one meal. They never know
when the next meal will come.

Vultures live in every part of the world except Australia and the
Antarctica.

A vulture’s stomach acid is significantly stronger and more
corrosive than that of other animals or birds. It's why they can
eat rotting meat. 

Vultures have relatively bare heads and often bare necks so that
when they feed on rotting carcasses, bacteria and other parasites
cannot burrow into thick feathers to cause infections.

The Andean condor, found in South America, has the largest wingspan
of any vulture in the world, with a spread of 10 to 11 feet when
the bird extends its wings.

Vultures have excellent senses of sight and smell to help them
locate food, and they can find a dead animal from a mile or more
away. 

Unlike many raptors, vultures are relatively social and often
feed, fly, or roost in large flocks. 

https://easyscienceforkids.com/all-about-australia/
https://www.thespruce.com/how-birds-see-color-386467
https://www.thespruce.com/flock-names-of-groups-of-birds-386827


Vultures 

While you watch, listen carefully and use what you learn to fill in the 

blanks. Answers appear during the video in the same order as these 

questions, so be sure to read ahead! 

1. There are 30 species of vultures found world-wide, and _____ of those are found in the

New World.

2. With a wingspan of about 4.5 ft., the Black Vulture is the _________ of North American

vultures.

3. “Buzzard” and “vulture” are different names for the same animal.

___________________________True    -or-    False

4. Vultures are often hit by cars when they’re looking for or eating _______, one of the

most-common sources of carrion.

5. As scavengers, vultures are often attracted to animal remains left in the field by hunters;

even small fragments of _______ ammunition are toxic if accidentally consumed.

6. Compared to other birds, baby vultures have a high risk of _________ on their

caretakers in captivity, mistaking humans for their own species.

7. Despite common belief based on their diet, vultures are very _______ animals.

A) Endangered

B) Clean

C) Unintelligent

D) Aggressive

8. One of the education ambassadors at the Wildlife Center that helps teach the world

about his species is a Black Vulture named ____________.

9. Black Vultures perform a courtship dance that includes stretching out their wings,

dipping their head down, and walking in a ________.

10. Write one thing you can do to help vultures in the wild:

https://www.eltbuzz.com/video/?video=vultures


Answer Key 

1. There are 30 species of vultures found world-wide, and 7 of those are found in the New

World. 

2. With a wingspan of about 4.5 ft., the Black Vulture is the smallest of North American

vultures. 

3. “Buzzard” and “vulture” are different names for the same animal.

___________________________True    -or-    False 

4. Vultures are often hit by cars when they’re looking for or eating roadkill, one of the most-

common sources of carrion. 

5. As scavengers, vultures are often attracted to animal remains left in the field by hunters;

even small fragments of lead ammunition are toxic if accidentally consumed. 

6. Compared to other birds, baby vultures have a high risk of imprinting on their caretakers in

captivity, mistaking humans for their own species. 

7. Despite common belief based on their diet, vultures are very _______ animals.

A) Endangered

B) Clean

C) Unintelligent

D) Aggressive

8. One of the education ambassadors at the Wildlife Center that helps teach the world about

his species is a Black Vulture named Buttercup. 

9. Black Vultures perform a courtship dance that includes stretching out their wings, dipping

their head down, and walking in a circle. 

10. Write one thing you can do to help vultures in the wild: Any variation of learning more

about vultures, looking out for them while driving, contacting local road crews to remove road 

kill, and using non-lead ammunition for hunting.  
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