
Students watch a documentary about Jadav Payeng.

Complete the exercises and discuss.

Includes:  Before watching TREE discussion questions.

Research the life of Jadav template.

Watching activity sheet. Fill in the information. Answer key.

How to plant a tree organizer.  Answer key.

Story of The Forest Man.  Reading text.

Global Issues - Discussion Questions Set.

FOREST MAN
The

A Video Based Lesson About 

The Power Of One Person To Make A Difference.

https://resources.eltbuzz.com/search.html


THE 
FOREST 

MAN
Watch a story about a man in India.  Complete the information.

Where does Jadav live? 1.

2. What does he do?  How long has he been doing it?

3. Why is his job much easier than at first?

4. How big is the forest?  What types of animals live in the forest?

6. What does Jadav propose as his next project?

5. What was the biggest threat to Jadav's work?

https://www.eltbuzz.com/video/?video=the-forest-man
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6. What was the biggest threat to Jadav's work?

He lives in India. Assam State. The island of Majuli.

He plants trees.  He has been planting trees since 1979.

Now, the trees give seeds, so he can grow seedlings and plant them.

The forest is 555 hectares. Bigger than Central Park, N.Y.  Many animals live in

the forest:  elephants, rhinos, tigers, deers, vultures.

He wants to plant coconut trees to prevent erosion.

Humans were the biggest threat to his project.

https://www.eltbuzz.com/video/?video=the-forest-man


TREES
1. Have you ever climbed a tree?

2. Is there a forest near you?  What's it like?

3. Why are trees important to us? The earth?

4. Have you ever planted  a tree?
How do you plant a tree?

5. What kinds of trees can you name?

6. What kinds of products do trees give us?

7. What are the parts of a tree? Name them.

8. What animals live in trees and depend on trees?

9. Do you think trees are "alive", like animals? Why?
Why not?



His Message

THE FOREST MAN
Research and find out more about the life of 

Jadav Payeng.  Why is he special?  
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INSPIRING STORIES 

FOREST MAN OF INDIA  PADMA SHRI JADAV MOLOI PAYENG

This is an interesting true story from the Indian state of Assam. Many ancient scriptures, 

folklore and stories depict how the lifestyle of people in the state of Assam is tangled with the 

disposition of the mighty river, Brahmaputra which flow through Assam. Brahmaputra is also 

called Sorrow of Assam , as the river causes severe damage to villages and townships due to

flooding year after year. Every monsoon Brahmaputra submerges islands and given birth to 

new ones. Floods destroys houses, uproots people and make them homeless. It takes away 

their agricultural lands and erodes fertile lands and creates miles and miles of barren 

sandbars. It sounds catastrophic but it is a regular occurrence there. 

So, this story is of Jadav Moloi Payeng, who was born to a poor buffalo farmer of Mishing 

tribe in Assam. In 1965 due to flooding of river Brahmaputra his native land, the river island 

Aruna Sopari was submerged. His family had no option but to take refuge in Majuli. Majuli, 

the world's biggest river island is surrounded by river Brahmaputra. Majuli also had to bear 

the fury of the river and it is said that over the century the strip connecting Majuli to the 

mainland disappeared, the green vegetation of Majuli was washed away slowly but steadily 

and repeated flooding had left behind sandbars, a barren landscape without trees and grass, 

filled only with sand.  

Jadav Payeng after finishing his X standard in Jorhat Assam returned to his native. At an 

impressionable age of 16, Jadav Payeng witnesses a tragic scene that transformed him to the 

person he is today.  One day while walking through the wasteland he saw huge number of 

snakes had washed up in the barren treeless sandbar. Due to scorching heat and with sun 

beating down on them they lay there intertwined in a lifeless mass, dead due to exposure. 

This incident left a deep impression on his mind.  

MOLAI FOREST: A ONE-MAN-MADE FOREST 

The same year, in 1979 the social forestry division of Golaghat district started a five years 

tree plantation drive on 200 hectares at Aruna Chapori sandbar.  Jadav Payeng joined the 

project as a labourer. Five years after the completion of the project everyone involved in the 

project left but Jadav Payeng a native of Aruna Chapori choose to stay back. The scene of 

https://www.eltbuzz.com/video/?video=the-forest-man
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dead snakes kept playing on his mind, he walked to the wasteland and planted around 20 

bamboo seedling there and then he started planting more and more trees on his own. He was 

determined to change the sandbar into a green dense forest so he simply continued planting 

trees. He also tended and took care of the plants that were left behind. His dedication and 

perseverance bore result as over the years there were several thousand trees growing on the 

sandbar. The flourishing forest brought in a variety of birds, rabbits, dear. The dense forest 

was home to monkeys, tigers, rhinoceros and elephants. The barren sandbar after years of 

help from this man had turned into a paradise.  

Live the Life of Your Dreams: Be brave enough to live the life of your dreams according
to your vision and purpose instead of the expectations and opinions of others.

 Roy T. Bennett, The light in the Heart 

After working relentlessly since 1979 till date, he has made his dream come true. He has 

single handedly turned the barren sandbar into a lush dense forest with a flourishing wildlife. 

The authorities came to know about this forest on Majuli Island in Kokilamukh, Jorhat 

district, Assam in 2008. The forest area of 550 hectares was the effort of this single person 

who turned the wasteland into a forest reserve.  

The forest is called Molai forest . It is named after the man who created the forest, Padma

Shri Jadav Molai Payeng. The name of the forest given by the Government of Assam is 

Mulai Kathoni  Kathoni  means forest .

Molai Forest: A One-Man-
Made Forest 

Padmashri Jadav Payeng 
Forest Man of India 

Jadav Payeng  VPM s B. N.
Bandodkar College of Science 
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In 2012, Payeng was honoured as - The Forest Man of India  by Vice-Chancellor Sudhir

Kumar Sopory, Jawaharlal Nehru University. Jadav Payeng was later awarded the 

Ecological Restoration Award  by Balipara Foundation in 2013. In recognition of the great

service to mankind he was decorated with Padma Shri in 2015. In recognition to his 

outstanding services to environmental conservation, he was conferred with the 

Karmayogi Award for 2020 in New Delhi. 

In 2012 a film documentary The Molai Forest  produced by Jitu Kalita, was released. In

2013, Aarti Shrivastava directed a documentary Foresting life  based on his life. Forest

Man  an award-winning film documentary by William Douglas McMaster was released in

2013. He has featured in a children s book Jadav and the Tree-Place , written and illustrated

by Vinayak Varma. 

In 2018 Department of Botany VPM s B. N. Bandodkar College of Science conducted an

International conference Green Earth: A panoramic view . Padma Shri Jadav Molai Payeng

was the chief guest. He recounted his experience in the making of Moloi forest. A simple 

man with a simple logic  Love nature, nature will reciprocate . The standing ovation he

received was the proof that he is an inspiration for one and all. He represents courage, 

dedication and passion, he is the living example of how it is possible for a single individual to 

bring about positive change in the environment. We learn from him  - Be brave and live life 

of your dreams.

Reference: 

https://www.thehindu.com/sci-tech/energy-and-environment/meet-jadav-payeng-a-man-who-
created-550-hectares-of-forest-single-handedly/article26589168.ece 

Majuli River Island. Largest river island . Guiness World Record. Retrieved 6 September

2016 

Jadav and the Tree-Place by Vinayak Varma on StoryWeaver. Storyweaver.org.in. 

Retrieved14 March 2016.  















Global Issues – questions and tasks 
1. Answer the following questions.

a) What can be called a global issue? Can you name any?
b) What do you think are the three most serious issues the world / our country is facing at the

moment?
c) Why do you think so many people become involved in crime? Is there a way to prevent them

from doing it?
d) Do you think drug dealing and prostitution should be legal? What would change?
e) What social problems is this country facing now? Can anything be done about them?
f) What wars and conflicts are going on in the world? What are their causes? Do you think such

problems can be solved peacefully?
g) Do you know any countries where human rights are violated? In what way?
h) How does the growth in population affect the environment?
i) Do you remember any natural disasters that have happened recently?
j) What can everyone do to help protect the environment?
k) Do you separate rubbish?
l) What does it mean when something is environmentally friendly?
m) What can cause global warming? Is there a way to reduce it?
n) Have you ever experienced floods or fire? What did you do? Can you do anything to protect

yourself from them? What would you do if a flood was endangering your home?
o) Should we help people from other countries facing their own social issues or natural

disasters? Why / why not? If yes, how could we help them?
p) Do you think we should clone animals and children? Why? Why not?
q) Should animals be kept in zoos?

2. Write a for and against essay on one of the following topics. Write 200–250 words.

a) Nuclear Energy: Good or Bad?
b) Animal Experiments
c) Helping the Poor: Does it make any sense?

3. Your classmates have decided to organise a group and carry out a project to improve the
environment in your town. You are asking your teacher for help in order to specify your goals and 
programme. The teacher will start the conversation. Discuss the following: 

main environmental problems,
possible solutions,
ways to make your project work,
people in charge of the project,
basic schedule.



Please visit us! 
The largest and most complete lesson library on the web. 

FIND US ON

https://resources.eltbuzz.com/search.html
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Elt-Buzz-Teaching-Resources

	“Live the Life of Your Dreams: Be brave enough to live the life of your dreams according to your vision and purpose instead of the expectations and opinions of others.”



