History. Geography. Current Events

UKRAINE
RUSSIA
Video based lessons. Discussion. Writing. Research.

Students watch videos about the history and
geography of the region.

Answer questions. Discuss. Research the
differences between the countries.

Map labeling. General War discussion questions.
If I Were The Head Of State - writing.

Explained: Russia and Ukraine's
turbulent history that ended in invasion
Russia has officially invaded Ukraine. In a televised statement, President Vladimir
Putin announced Russia will conduct a military operation in Eastern Ukraine.
There have been air strikes and explosions in towns and cities across the country
and the Ukrainian President has even asked for defense assistance.
This follows a period of increased tensions on the border. The situation escalated
dramatically a few days before the invasion when Russia decided to recognize two
breakaway regions of Ukraine; Donetsk and Luhansk and with Russian tanks
spotted rolling in, Putin had called this a peacekeeping mission but that's not how
the west saw it.
President Putin has now violated Ukrainian sovereignty, flagrant violation of
international law. Russia has manufactured this crisis and is responsible for the
current escalation. Some people in Donetsk celebrated the recognition while others
began to flee and now the West has started to impose lots of economic sanctions in
concert with our allies. We will agree on a massive package of economic sanctions
designed in time to hobble the Russian economy.
Events are moving incredibly quickly and there is a lot of information to digest but
let's look at how we got here.
So what do you need to know, and geopolitics are really important here, Ukraine
was part of the Soviet Union until its collapse in 1991. It's now essentially a buffer
between Russia and the EU because of where it sits geographically Western
institutions like the EU and NATO have been keen to wean former Soviet countries
of Russian influence and this has seen NATO expand to the Russian border to
include countries like Estonia and Latvia and Russia obviously does not like this.

They fear losing Ukraine to Western influence, especially Putin who has a really
stubborn view that Ukraine is part of Russia. He even published an essay in July
2021 about this.
Since the USSR’s collapse Ukraine has been a fairly weak economic power with
an unstable political situation that flits between pro-Europe and pro-Russia and
to say that tensions sometimes flare is an understatement.
These are the scenes that triggered the breakup of Ukraine. Relations between
the two countries broke down with the 2014 Ukrainian revolution in November
2013. There were huge protests when president Viktor Yanukovych refused to
sign a deal to make Ukraine politically and economically closer with the EU. He
instead chose to sign a deal with Russia and lots of people were not happy. Cue
the protests, thousands of people took to the streets to show their discontent and
these protests lasted months and by February of 2014, things turned violent.
Police started to use increasing force. There were at least 70 deaths and that was
the beginning of the end for Yanukovych who after lots of scrambling for control,
fled the country after being impeached by parliament and now this is where
Russia comes in.
Literally, what America is officially calling a Russian invasion of Ukraine.
Russian troops spreading out throughout the strategic Crimean peninsula they
essentially saw the ousting of Yanukovych as an illegal coup and refused to
recognize the interim government. Putin was worried that a successful
revolution would encourage NATO and responded with the
annexation of Crimea where over 60 percent of the population identify as
Russian. Soon after, separatists in Donetsk and Luhansk to the east of the
country held their own referendums and declared independence from Ukraine.
This kicked off a war between Moscow-backed rebels and Ukrainian
government forces. This conflict remained largely frozen until the recent
activity at the border, provided the warning signs for what was to come.

The Russian
Invasion of Ukraine
Answer the questions. Then share your answer, compare and discuss.

1. Why do you think Putin invaded Ukraine?

2. What can regular people do about the war?

3. What should other countries do in response?

4. What should have been done differently?

5. What are your fears about this war and situation?

6. What's your message to the world about this conflict?

Do you want to become a soldier?
Is being a soldier compulsory in your country?
Would you volunteer to become a soldier?
Why does your country have an army?
Which army would you join if you had to?
Would you be a conscientious objector?
Which job would you have in the army?
Is having an army a waste of money in your country?
Which jobs do soldiers do?
Would you fight for another country other than your own?
How can countries prevent conflicts when other nations are not trying to bring peace?
Do you think women should be soldiers?
Is there a special day to honor veterans in your country?
Have you been in the army?

—————— ✂ ——————
Have you ever lived in a country at war?
What is military service? Is it compulsory in your country?
Do you know of any countries where military service is compulsory?
Do many young people in your country join the army? Why/why not?
Do you know anyone who is in the army or who has been? Tell me about him/her.
What do you think of people whose job is in the army?
Do you think soldiers are well paid?
If you were the partner of a soldier who had just been sent to fight in a war, what
would you include in his luggage?
What things would you like to send your partner in the army?
What do you think soldiers in miss the most?
What do you think soldiers in find the most difficult to get used to?
What do you think is the average age soldiers in the world?
Why do you think people want to become soldiers?
Has anyone in your family ever fought in a war?

Name:

If I was

Head of
state

for the day

My guiding principle ...

Something I would do about the war:

How I would aid Ukrainians:

A lesson from history for this situation:

Let's compare
Ukraine & Russia
Ukraine

Russia

Ukraine

Russia

Country Comparisons
Research these two countries and compare their similarities and differences.

Russia

Ukraine
Main Cities:

Geography:

Languages, religion:

Main Cities:

Geography:

Languages, religion:

History:

History:

Politics:

Politics:

Culture. Symbols:

Culture. Symbols:

Notes And Observations:

Fact File: Country
Use reliable sources to research and answer the following questions:

Geography:

Capital City:

Spoken language:

Climate:

Culture:

Animal life:

Plant life:

Flag. Symbols:
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