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Teenage Heroes
Students watch and learn about 3 amazing, inspiring 

teens and how they are making an impact on the world 
we live in. 
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Watch a video about 3 incredible teenagers who are changing the 
world.   Fill in the information about each teen below.  Use the 
words below to help you. 

Teenage Heroes

Mexico

fifteen

water tester

stop climate change

psychologist

don't be afraid
 to try

Sweden

the gifted

scientist

school strike

aspberger's

United States

 Dafne Almazán  Gitanjali Rao

_________________ _________________ _________________

Where?Where? Where?

_________________ _________________ _________________

Started ?Age? Job?

Greta Thunberg

_________________ _________________

   Suffers From?     

_________________
Job? Invention?

_________________ _________________ _________________

Wants To?She Teaches? Advice?

https://www.eltbuzz.com/video/?video=3-incredible-teens


write 



Early Life:

Major Accomplishments:

Job: Picture:

Family Life:

3 Interesting Facts:

 & Place 



Personal background:

5 words that best describe your hero:

What makes your hero awesome?

CONCLUSION:
In my opinion, ___________________________   is a real life hero because

MY REAL LIFE HERO
Name:



 



Watch a video about 3 incredible teenagers who are changing the 
world.   Fill in the information about each teen below.  Use the 
words below to help you. 
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Where?Where? Where?
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Video Transcript   3 Teens Changing The World

Being an activist teacher or inventor doesn't always require experience for some young people it just 
takes bravery. Discover three inspirational teenagerswho are changing the world.

In the heart of Mexico City is a school exclusively for gifted children and at the heart of that school is 
a gifted 16 year old prodigy named Daphne Almazan. Daphne is a child prodigy who became the 
world's youngest psychologist at the age of 13 and Forbes magazine named her one of Mexico's most 
powerful women. At 14 she received her Master's in Education and right now she is finishing a 
Doctorate in Law. As if that wasn't enough Daphne speaks English, French, Latin and Mandarin and 
finds time during the day to study them all.

Did i say that she's only 16? Yes you did. It is estimated that there is over 1 million gifted children in 
Mexico with a talent waiting to be tapped so Daphne is committed to nurturing the vast talent of the 
gifted children of Mexico. That's why she teaches psychology at the school she once graduated from 
Centro de Atencion Al Talento.

 For example there's this science wizkid who knows the entire periodic table like the back of his hand 
or this kid with a sharp memory that allows him to memorize every bone in the human body. There 
is this six-year-old kid presenting on an interesting subject.

Our main goal is to stop our talents from leaving the country. In the future, we want these 
generations to choose to stay here and push Mexico forward. 

Science can make a big difference, anywhere from just a simple reaction to a big experiment if you 
just find the right application. Science can save the world. My name Iscatanjali Rao and i am 12 years 
old. I'm a scientist. 

Dafne Almazán

At a conventional school it is common for peop;le to discriminate against gifted kids and wrongfully 
diagnose them with ADD.  (I'm going to be late for my painting class).  Discrimination of these kids 
might happen because they are in a place where their talents are not well received and they are 
exposed to class subjects that are below their intellectual level. (My piano class will start soon). This 
causes the kids to get bored and lose interest in those subjects. (I'm late for my next class).  That's 
why we teach subjects that are at the level of these kids with teachers that are also intellectually 
gifted. 

Iscatanjali Rao 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6gIK_XoB8so


She thought everything was going in the wrong direction and now she's become a really big role 
model for a lot of people. I look up to her a lot because i think it's so cool what she's doing. It's time 
that we actually stood up for the climate and did something instead of just sitting around. 

[Greta] The climate crisis is the biggest crisis humanity has ever faced and yet it has been ignored 
for decades the older people usually say that we owe it to the young people to give them hope but we 
don't want you to be hopeful we want you to panic. They say that they love their children above all 
else and yet they are stealing their future in front of their very eyes. The leaders should know that 
change is coming, whether they like it or not.

One in four Americans is skeptical of all the effects of climate change and

 

thinks this issue's been 
exaggerated. Environmental annihilation is coming because we've been evil. You know what this is
it's a snowball. 

 i

Some people don't believe in the climate crisis. They don't understand that it's real 
and I, I have to say that i understand them in a way because in the beginning when i first found out 
about this I doubted that it was true because if it was true then we wouldn't be talking about 
anything else that would be our first priority. But it's not. 

People say it's like an abstract threat in the future but it's happening now we can already see the 
changes. We already have increased the temperature above pre-industrial levels 1.2 degrees and 
everything is happening very fast now. We need to do something and act as if we were in a crisis 
because otherwise people won't understand that we are in a crisis. 

Greta is a 16 year old girl who has inspired thousands maybe even millions of people to stand up for 
both themselves and the climate.

I invented a device called tethys that detects lead and water faster than any other current techniques 
out there today. I was appalled by the number of people affected by lead and water during the Flint 
water crisis. I wanted to do something to change this for the residents of Flint and places like when 
all over the world.

My device includes a core device and a disposable cartridge with the carbon nanotube sensor. You 
dip this disposable cartridge into the water you want to test you pull out your phone open up the 
tetanus application and connect over bluetooth to get the results of safe, slightly contaminated or 
critical of lead levels in your water. 

My advice to other kids who want to save the world is to not be afraid to try. I failed like four or five 
times but I got back into the lab did it again and then it was like the aha moment when everything 
kind of started coming together and you know the device was born. I think that science allows me to 
look at different approaches to solve world problems out there today.  It's important to take other 
people's problems and make something to help them with it mainly because we're all one big 
community and it's our duty to help other people

Greta Thunberg



When i was 11 I became very depressed Istopped eating and iI stopped talking and I stopped going 
to school. It had a lot to do with the climate and the environment.  I started making changes in my 
own life like stop flying, stop eating meat and dairy and stop buying new things in order to
be able to look myself in the eye. I need to to do something myself. I started talking with my parents. 
After a while they decided to do that as well. Before I started the school strike I was
that person who who was invisible I never spoke unless I had to and also I have Asperger's 
Syndrome . I'm a bit different from everyone else. When you have Asperger's you also tend to have a 
capacity of being very focused and interested in some subjects and that allowed me to to focus on 
one thing for a very long time. 

I think that if I wouldn't have had Asperger's, I don't think i would have started the school strike 
and I don't think I would have been interested in the climate at all because if I would have been like 
everyone else I just continued like before not thinking twice about this and but now I, I can't do that 
my conscience doesn't allow me to do that. I think this movement could become very big and I 
think that we have just seen the beginning because more and more people are going to start realize 
the emergency of the situation and they will they will get angry and they will want to do something 
about it, especially young people who will understand eventually that their future is being taken 
from them many people say that we are too young to do this we shouldn't do this and I agree we 
shouldn't have to do this but in the situation we are in now we feel like we have to do this because 
we won't accept you risking our future if the adults won't take responsibility then we will have to.

So Greta thanks to be with us. Hi.  You said many times Iwas like an invisible girl before now you 
are very famous everybody is here with you and they want you for the Nobel Prize how did you 
reach this point.

In August last year I decided that this was enough. I sat myself down on the ground outside the 
Swedish parliament and I schooled strike for the climate. I  have said that I will continue to school 
strike every Friday until Sweden is in line with the Paris Agreements. That may take a long time.  I 
will have to be patient and to remind myself of why I'm doing this. The symbolism of the school 
strike is that since you adults don't give a damn about my future I won't either. Why should we care 
for our future when we might not have one ? And why should we bother to learn facts when facts 
don't matter in this society.  It's absurd that young people will have to skip school and risk their 
own education because they are scared of not having a future and I think that is a very strong 
message. You uh have heard about uh Greta Tunberg Greta Tunberg Greta Tunberg ...

 At first i was all alone and then people started joining me and then it started spreading to different 
places and then different countries and then different continents and then it became global. In 
December the UN had a climate change conference and there I, I  held some speeches. We have run 
out of excuses and we are running out of time . I think that was also when more people started to 
found out about the school strikes and then at the end of January i was invited to the World 
Economic Forum. Our house is on fire ... and also there I held a speech which also went I think viral 
and those two I think both those two were tipping points of this movement. It has just escalated and 
it's going so fast I I can't even keep up with it anymore. Now there's hundreds and thousands of 
children who are striking from school for their future.
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