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One of my favorite Christmas carols is “Silent Night”. Since childhood I have
been captivated by the song because it conveys so beautifully the sense of
wonder and peace of Christmas. One hundred years ago, for a moment, it also
stopped war.

“All is calm, all is bright.”

On Christmas Eve, 1914, the stillness of the cold, moonlit night was broken by
the sound of a German soldier with a beautiful baritone voice singing “Silent
Night, Holy Night to his comrades in the trenches. Other German soldiers joined
in.

“Round young virgin mother and child.”

Across the No Man’s Land, the British rewarded their German enemies’
rendition with enthusiastic applause and cheers, which the German carolers
acknowledged with equally enthusiastic bows. The British then began singing
their own hymns.

Graham Williams of the London Rifle Brigade recalled that, “They finished their
carol and we thought that we ought to retaliate in some way, so we sang ‘The
First Noel,’ and when we finished that they all began clapping; and they struck
up another favorite of theirs, ‘O Tannenbaum’. And so it went on. 

The Christmas Truce
A story of peace amid war.
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The Christmas Truce
First the Germans would sing one of their carols and then we would sing one
of ours, until when we started up ‘O Come All Ye Faithful’ the Germans
immediately joined in singing the same hymn to the Latin words ‘Adeste
Fideles’. And I thought, well, this was really a most extraordinary thing—two
nations both singing the same carol in the middle of a war.”

At another part of the line, a German soldier played Handel’s “Largo” on a
violin. The simple words of Christmas hymns, though sung in foreign tongues,
transformed enemies into brothers. British soldiers realized that the men
across the battlefield were not the barbaric Huns depicted in British
newspapers. 

The hymns had the same effect on the Germans. One German soldier reported
hearing “…a Frenchman singing a Christmas carol with a marvelous tenor
voice. Everyone lay still in the quiet of the night…We all kept our guard, only
our thoughts flew home to our wives and children.”

“Holy infant so tender and mild.”

Along parts of the line, British snapped to alert thinking an attack was
imminent when they saw unusual lights beginning to appear at portions of the
German lines. To their delight, the Germans were placing Christmas trees
adorned with candles on their parapets. “English soldiers, English soldiers,”
shouted the German troops, “Happy Christmas! Where are your Christmas
trees?” Amazingly, German soldiers left their trenches and approached the
British trenches bearing gifts which the British heartily accepted, offering gifts
of their own in exchange.

The unofficial truce also gave the combatants an opportunity to bury the
bodies of dead comrades whose bodies lay in the mud of No Man’s Land. At
one funeral soldiers from both sides gathered to honor the fallen by reading
the 23rd Psalm, once in English and once in German, followed by reciting the
Lord’s Prayer.



The Christmas Truce
 Those soldiers realized that none of them had any real enmity toward one
another. In fact, some exchanged names and addresses and became life-long
friends after the war. They were fighting each other because their government
authorities ordered it so and they had to obey. As they laid their comrades to
rest, heads bared in tribute, soldiers from both sides confessed to each other
that they had no desire to fire another shot.

“Sleep in heavenly peace.”

On Christmas morning, worship services were held above both lines of
trenches. British and German chaplains intermingled to lead mixed
congregations in prayer and the singing of hymns. Robert de Wilde, a Belgian
artillery captain, joined an improvised mass held in a barn.

“The soldiers were singing,” he remembered. “They were singing: ‘O Holy
Night’, ‘O Come All Ye Faithful’, ‘Angels We Have Heard on High’, all the songs
we used to sing when we were little.”

Just like the songs I learned as a little boy about the birth of the One who can
change an angry and malicious world to a world of peace and joy even in the
midst of the madness and mayhem of war. It is not the power of Christmas
hymns, but the power of Jesus Christ that can affect humanity so profoundly
that child-like innocence can be restored even to war-hardened soldiers.

What song spreading a message of peace is your favorite?

What is the message of the song? Why is it so good, so strong?



Silent Night
Silent night, holy night, 

all is calm and all is bright.
 

Round yon virgin mother and child
Holy infant so tender and mild, 

sleep in heavenly peace 
sleep in heavenly peace.

 
Silent night, holy night, 

shepherds quake at the sight.
 

Glories stream from Heaven afar
Heavenly hosts sing, sing Halleluiah.

 
Christ the savior is born.
Christ the savior is born.

 
Silent night, holy night, 

Son of God, love’s pure light.
 

Radiant beams from thy holy face
With the dawn of redeeming grace,

 
Jesus Lord at thy birth.
Jesus Lord at thy birth.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5BRVkgaIcaE


What comes to mind when you hear the word ‘peace’?1.

Peace In
This World

Answer the questions. Then share your answer, compare and discuss.

2. What parts of the world really need peace?

3. Why do countries usually go to war?

4. What color do you think peace is? Why?

5. Do peace protests and movements help bring peace?

6. What’s the best way of achieving peace in the world?
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peace Dreamin'
In the cloud, draw and write your

hopes and dreams for peace.
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