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Ants are found in almost all ecosystems on the planet. They are
essential to most of those ecosystems. 
The biomass of ants, or the total weight of all ants in the world, is
estimated to be around 15 to 20 times greater than the total weight of
all humans in the world. This is due to the sheer abundance of ants and
their small size. There are over 12,000 known species of ants.
While there are an estimated 7.8 billion humans on Earth, there are an
estimated 10,000 trillion ants.
Ants can lift and carry objects up to 50 times their own body weight.
Ant colonies can number in the millions and have a highly organized
division of labor.
Ants have a highly developed sense of smell, which they use to
communicate with one another and find food.
Ants are capable of working together in coordinated efforts to achieve a
common goal, such as building a nest or defending their colony.

The planet is home to a fascinating and very diverse species of insects
known as ants. These tiny creatures aren’t so tiny and insignificant when
you think of their vital importance to the world we live in. 

Ants are social insects that can live in organized colonies or nests with
millions of members. They have a sophisticated system of communication
and job sharing that enables them to collaborate efficiently to gather food,
take care of their offspring, and protect their colony.

Here are some amazing facts about ants.

1.

2.

3.

4.
5.
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7.

The life cycle of ants is one of the most fascinating aspects of them. Ants go
through a complete metamorphosis, much like all insects, therefore they go
through various stages of development. Ants start out as eggs, then
develop into larvae. The adult ants then take care of the larvae until they
pupate and eventually become adult ants. There are numerous castes, or
sorts, of adult ants, each having a unique function within the colony. For
instance, while soldiers protect the colony from attackers, worker ants
gather food and tend to the young.
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The amount of time an ant can live can vary. Workers generally live the
shortest amount of time, a few months to a year. Generally, male ants have
shorter lifespans than females. A queen ant can live 2 or 3 years and some,
up to 10 years. 

There are various varieties or "castes" of ants, each with a distinct function,
in a typical ant colony. An ant colony has the following primary castes:

1.The Queen Ant: The only ant in the colony with the ability to lay eggs is
the queen ant, who is in charge of reproduction. Generally speaking, she is
bigger and lives longer than the other ants in the colony.

2.   Worker Ants: Workers are the most abundant caste of ants in the colony
and are in charge of many different activities, including food gathering,
taking care of the young, and constructing and maintaining the nest.

3.Soldier Ants: They are in charge of both assaulting other colonies and
protecting the colony from predators. Usually, they are more powerful and
larger than the worker ants.

4.Male Ants: It is the male ants' job to mate with the queen ant. They have
bigger eyes and antennae than the other ants and are normally smaller.

5.Minor Workers: A caste of minor workers exists in several ant species.
These ants are utilized for diverse activities including caring for the eggs
and young or cleaning the colony. They are smaller than the primary
workers and typically have a different head shape.

It's crucial to remember that not every species belongs to every caste listed
above; it depends on the species and how it behaves.

Ants are well renowned for having extraordinary stamina and power. They
put in endless effort to gather food and construct their nests and are
capable of lifting loads several times their own body weight. Additionally,
they have a keen sense of smell, which they employ to communicate with
one another and locate food.
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Additionally, ants are crucial to the habitats in which they live. They
perform a significant role in soil aeration and seed distribution. Since they
are known to prey on other insects, they also aid in the management of pest
populations.

In conclusion, ants are a hugely diverse group of insects with a
sophisticated social organization that are incredibly intriguing. They are
strong and resilient, and they contribute significantly to their
environments. Because of their biology, behavior, and variety of traits, they
are fascinating to study.



ANTS
Below are some questions about ants.  How much do
you know and did you learn about these insects?

1. What do we call where ants live?

2. Which has more biomass, humans or ants?

3. How many species of ants are there?

4. What sense do ants use to communicate?

5. Which ant lives the longest?

6. What word describes the types of ants?

7. What kind of ant cares for the young?

8. How do ants benefit ecosystems?
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A colony

Ants - 15 to 20 times more.

About 12,000

They use their sense of smell.

The queen ant - up to 10 years.

Castes.

Minor workers.

Ants provide soil aeration and also distribute seeds.



FACTS ABOUT ANTS
Name

Fill in the shapes with information that you find. 



LIFE CYCLE OF AN ANT
Name

Describe the life cycle of an ant.

Draw a picture of the life cycle of an ant.



PARTS OF AN ANT

Name

Look at the illustration of an ant. Label its parts and
describe the function of each part.



ANIMAL RESEARCH REPORT
Name

Summary:

Key Points:TOPIC: ANTS
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