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Using This Book

principle that I've always adhered to throughout my teaching career is "bottom
up". Meaning, keep things organic, go from the general to the specific, start
from the student's context and proceed from there.

The " bottom up" approach applies across a lot of teaching. This small book,
this simple book, is a perfect example of this principle in practice. Students
write and share their own thoughts through prompts that engage their inner world
and own lives, desires, thoughts.

This books contains a variety of writing prompts which ask the students to
"finish it off" and complete each sentence. There are many different themes and
the exercises provide a strong extension or supplement for a unit of study on a
topic. Most of the worksheets can be used with all levels of learners / writers.

The writing prompts provide strong grammatical "push" and balance student
free writing with a control of form. Guided writing at its best.

The exercises are meant to be shared. This is an important part of their use. Get
students comparing answers and getting valuable language input as they learn
more about each other. Peer learning at its best.

The exercises also can be used as dictation exercises. Dictate the prompt and
students listen and record it and then finish it on their own. The "finish it off"
prompts can also be used just as oral prompts and practice. Give a different
sheet to each student and have them prompt each other to respond. Get them to
ask follow up questions too!

I hope you enjoy this simple, practical tool for your curriculum toolkit. Wishing
you the best in your teaching.

David Deubelbeiss

Visit and use our digital
"Finish It Off" Prompt Generator.


https://eltbuzz.com/prompts/finishitoff
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FINISH IT OFF - SNOWBALL FIGHT

Instructions
Finish writing the sentences below. After you have finished, crumple your paper up into a ball and put it in
front of you, on your desk. Don’t write your name on this piece of paper and PLEASE write clearly.

1. When | was born

2. When | was growing up

3. Lastyearatschool |

4. |am studying English because

5. When | have some free time |

6. |would describe myself as

7. lhopeto during this course.

8. My mottois

9. Ifl were an animal I'd be




FINISH IT OFF

FAMILY & FRIENDS

Instructions
Finish writing the sentences below. After you have finished, share your sentences with the class and your
classmates.

1. My best friend is

2. Growing up, my mother

3. When | was a baby,

4. llove my because

5. My grandmother always

6. Our family usually together

7. My favorite family member is

8. My dad likes to

9. My brother / sister used to

10. My childhood was




FINISH IT OFF

Food & Cooking

Instructions
Finish writing the sentences below. After you have finished, share your sentences with the class and your classmates.

1. When I'm hungry,

2. Tomorrow for lunch

3. |lthink is horrible

4. My mother

5. | often make

6. We grocery shop

7. lusually have

8. Fordessert,

9. The hardest thing to cook well

10. My favorite place to eat at




FINISH IT OFF

School & School Subjects

Instructions
Finish writing the sentences below. After you have finished, share your sentences with the class and your classmates.

1. For me, school

2. Lastyearatschool

3. ldon'tlike

4. Learning is difficult

5. In music class

6. lgotoschool

7. Homework

8. Online learning

9. lhave never at school |

10. The worst thing about school is




FINISH IT OFF

SPECIAL DAYS / HOLIDAYS

Instructions
Finish writing the sentences below. After you have finished, share your sentences with the class and your
classmates.

1. At Christmas we usually

2. Forme, Valentine's Day is

3. When | was young,

4. llove summer holidays because

5. We usually celebrate

6. |ike Halloween because

7. Last Christmas

8. This year for my birthday

9. On Teachers' Day,

10. Our national holiday is




FINISH IT OFF

SHOPPPING
& BRANDS

Instructions
Finish writing the sentences below. After you have finished, share your sentences with the class and your classmates.

1. Atthe mall, 1

2. Ishoponline

3. The best place to shop is

4. The brand | trust most

5. You can find sales

6. My fav.brandis because

7. Inevershop at because

8. Agood place to find a

9. Theshoes|wear

10. My best shopping tip is




FINISH IT OFF

THEWEATHER & (8 & o

i

Instructions
Finish writing the sentences below. After you have finished, share your sentences with the class and your classmates.

1. When it rains,

2. The weather this year

3. ldon'tlike
4. lwear when it's cold
5. Onrainy days, | usually

6. |have never

7. Inthe winter,

8. Summer here is very

9. Lastyear alot

10. The worst weather I've experienced is




FINISH IT OFF

TRIPS & TRAVEL

Instructions
Finish writing the sentences below. After you have finished, share your sentences with the class and your classmates.

1. One day, | want to visit

2. Thisyear, I'm going to

3. The biggest problem | had when traveling was

4, My last trip

5. lusually pack

6. My last roadtrip was

7. When traveling, be careful

8. The most exotic place I've been to is

9. My favorite trip

10. ldon'tlike when traveling




FINISH IT OFF

SPORTS

Instructions
Finish writing the sentences below. After you have finished, share your sentences with the class and your
classmates.

1. Baseballis a sport

2. lhave never played

3. When | was young

4. The toughest sport is

5. lwould never ever

6. My favorite team is

7. The most dangerous sport is

8. ldon'tunderstand

9. To play basketball you need

10. If I could play one sport




FINISH IT OFF

PLACES

Instructions
Finish writing the sentences below. After you have finished, share your sentences with the class and your classmates.

1. loften visit the to
2. Our park has
3. Musems

4. On weekends, | often visit

5. Atthe mall

6. My doctor's office

7. The closest store

8. lquietplacellove

0

Yesterday, | went to

10. Thelast time | went to a movie theatre




FINISH IT OFF

CLOTHES & FASHION

Instructions
Finish writing the sentences below. After you have finished, share your sentences with the class and your classmates.

1. Ishop for clothes

2. Insummer, | like to wear

3. ldressup

4. My favorite color to wear

5. Shoes

6. [fitisreally cold, I'll wear

7. Inmy closet

©

I don't look good

9. My fav. clothing brand

10. I got my fashion sense from




FINISH IT OFF

Animals & Pets ‘h””hﬁn\

Instructions
Finish writing the sentences below. After you have finished, share your sentences with the class and your classmates.

1. Dogs are

2. When | was a child, | used to

3. I'dliketogeta because

4. Avery endangered animal

5. lthink animals

6. lwanta for a pet because

7. Animals need

8. Onafarmyou

9. Thezoois

10. The most dangerous animal is because




FINISH IT OFF

Books & Movies

Instructions
Finish writing the sentences below. After you have finished, share your sentences with the class and your classmates.

1. llike to read

2. The is usually better than the

3. Horror movies

4. Agood series to watch is because

5. My favorite actor is because

6. Thelast book | read was

7. My favorite actor is because

8. loftenread because

9. | prefer movies that

10. The last movie | watched was




FINISH IT OFF

Music & Song %J}%lkg

Finish writing the sentences below. After you have finished, share your sentences with the class and your classmates.

1. Ineverlisten to

2. Forkaraoke, | like to sing

3. My favorite group is

4. Live music

5. lwish | could play

6. The bestsong everis

7. When driving, I like to

8. lusually listen to music

9. My favorite Christmas carol is

10. |know all the words to




FINISH IT OFF

JOBS

Instructions
Finish writing the sentences below. After you have finished, share your sentences with the class and your classmates.

1. Mydream job is

2. Payhastobe

3. A"Mcdob"is

4. My first job

5. The best jobs these days

6. The most dangerous job

7. You can find jobs

8. My father works

9. |believe unions

10. Workers need




FINISH IT OFF

FAMOUS LYRICS

Instructions: Finish the famous lyrics. After, compare with classmates.

1. “Hey Jude, don't make it bad” - The Beatles

2, “Billie Jean is not my lover." - Michael Jackson

3. “Yesterday, all my troubles seemed so far away." - The Beatles.

4. “Rudolf the red-nosed reindeer ..." - Dean Martin

5. “Roses are red, my love. Violets are blue." - Bobby Vinton.

6. “Iplanned each charted course. Each step along the byway.
And more, much more than this ... - Frank Sinatra

7. “I’ve got all my life to live. I’ve got all my love to give. - Gloria Gaynor.

8. I see trees of green, red roses too. I see them bloom, for me and you.
Louis Armstrong

9. “Somewhere over the rainbow ...” - Judy Garland

10. “Imagine there's no heaven. It's easy if you try.” - John Lennon



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sPCvyJod0WM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7qMls5yxP1w
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XulvnXo6BJk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=p-T6aaRV9HY
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=907-MBGOk9A
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gmwwQBWRIAs
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cbwJQGZYc1E
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=x-cQT0LEo-A
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WSuVCyT63II
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=B02LXuKWGTI

The Past - Sentence Building

Finish the sentences.

[
.

Yesterday 1

2. Last week we

3. T usedto

4. He didn't

5. The police weren't

6. Martin Luther King Jr. was

7. I never usually

8. The 60s were a decade

9. By the year 2015, I had

10. Once upon a time

11. I regret having

12. I wish there never had been

13. Last week I couldn't

14. When I was young

15. The president didn't

16. If I hadn't




The Present - Sentence Building N OW

Finish the sentences.

1. At the moment

2. I have just

3. Right now he

4. My father usually

S. The man has got

6. I'm busy

7. Sheisn't

8. The president is trying to

9. Do you like

10. The woman just

11. Mt. Everest is

12. Everybody wants to

13. He has been

14. The team doesn't

15. Presently,

16. We have been




The Future - Sentence Building

Finish the sentences.

1. Tomorrow I

2. Next week we

3. One day

4. He's going to

5. After lunch, we will

6. If she doesn't come soon

7. My brother plans on

8. This year

9. By the year 2015,

10. The company projects

11. Everyone hopes

12. My mother is about to

13. Sometime this year

14. When I get paid

15. He will have been

16. It's expected that




Finish the sentences. M y Life & Be I i efs

1. I think

2. You should

3. I wishI could

4. Don't you hate

5. IfI were you,

6. Lifeis

7. The last time

8. Never give

9. Yesterday after lunch

10. I need to

11. We will have to

12. The first thing I do

13. If you really want to learn English

14. Did you

15. I'm not sure

16. I've never




Finish the sentences.

Changing The World a

[

. IfI could, I would

2. Politicians are

3. The biggest issue facing us is

4. 1 believe that

5. Iam very disappointed that

6. The person I admire most is

7. If we want to save the environment,

8. There should be a law against

9. By the year 2050,

10. Human beings

11. One small change people can make is

12. 1 believe war

13. Global warming is

14. Everyone needs to

15. Our planet is

16. Change will happen when




Off The Top Of My Head

Below are 60 incomplete sentences about life. Read each one and finish it by writing the

first thing that comes to your mind. After, share some of your sentences with the class.

1. I feel that my father seldom

2. When the odds are against me

w

. | always wanted to

4. If | were in president

5. To me the future looks

6. The men | know

7. 1 know it is silly but | am afraid of

(oo}

. | feel that a real friend

9. When | was a child

10. My idea of a perfect woman is

11. When | see a man and woman together

12. Compared with most families, mine

13. | get along best with

14. My mother

15. | would do anything to forget the time |

16. If my father would only

17. | believe that | have the ability to

18. | could be perfectly happy if

19. If people worked for me




20. | look forward to

21.At school, my teachers

22. Most of my friends don’t know that | am afraid of

23. | don't like people who

24. Before, |

25. | think most girls/boys

26. My feeling about married life is

27. My family treats me like

28. Those | work with are

29. My mother and |

30. My greatest mistake was

31. | wish my father

32. My greatest weakness was

33. My secret ambition in life

34. The people who work for me

35. Someday |

36. When | see the bus coming

37.1 wish | could lose the fear of

38.The people | like best

39.1f | were very young again




40.1 believe most women/men

41.1f | had a lot of money

42 Most families | know

43.1 like working with people who

44.] think that most mothers

45.When | was younger, | felt guilty about

46.1 feel that my father is

47 When luck turns against me

48.1n giving orders to others |

49.What | want most out of life

50.When | am older

51.People whom | consider my superiors

52.My fears sometimes force me to

53.When I'm not around, my friends

54.My most vivid childhood

56.My life is

57.When | was a child my family

58.People who work with me usually

59.1 like my mother but

60. The worst thing | ever did




Finish The Saying - Sentence Building

Finish the sentences.

[

. It's always darkest before

2. You can't teach an old dog new

3. Where there is smoke, there is

4. Two's company, three's

5. Children should be seen and not

6. A bird in hand is

7. No news is

8. Don't bite the hand that

9. You can lead a horse to water but

10. The pen is mightier than

11. If at first you don't succeed,

12. Better late than

13. Kill two birds with one

14. He who laugh's first,

15. He's feeling a little under the

16. All good things must




Finish The Saying - Sentence Building

Finish the sentences.

[y
.

The early bird gets

2. A picture is worth

3. Beggars can't be

4. It's expensive. I paid

5. Beauty is in the eye of

6. He looks good. He looks like

7. Don't count your chickens before

8. Don't judge a book by

9. Don't put all your eggs in one

10. Good things come to those who

11. Ifit ain't broke, don't

12. If you can't beat them,

13. If you want something done right, you have

14. Keep your friends close and

15. People who live in glass houses shouldn't

16. When the going gets tough,




Finish The Saying - Sentence Building

Finish the sentences.

1. You can't always get

2. Laughter is the best

3. Ifyou play with fire,

4. Like father,

5. No man is

6. The early bird gets

7. Practice

8. The enemy of my enemy is

9. The grass is always greener

10. Two wrongs don't make

11. There is no place like

12. Two heads are better than

13. There is no time like

14. The squeaky wheel gets the

15. Two wrongs don't

16. When in Rome,
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FINISH IT OFF

FAMOUS LYRICS

Instructions: Finish the famous lyrics. After, compare with classmates.
1. “Hey Jude, don't make it bad” - The Beatles

Take a sad song and make it better.

2, “Billie Jean is not my lover." - Michael Jackson

She's just a girl who claims | am the one.

3. “Yesterday, all my troubles seemed so far away." - The Beatles.

Now it looks as though there here to stay.

4. “Rudolf the red-nosed reindeer ..." - Dean Martin

Had a very shiny nose.

5. “Roses are red, my love. Violets are blue." - Bobby Vinton.

Sugar is sweet, my love. But not as sweet as you.

6. “I planned each charted course. Each step along the byway.
And more, much more than this ..." - Frank Sinatra

| did it my way.

7. “I’ve got all my life to live. I’ve got all my love to give. - Gloria Gaynor.

And I'll survive. | will survive. Hey hey.

8. I see trees of green, red roses too. I see them bloom, for me and you.
Louis Armstrong

And | think to myself, what a wonderful world.

9. “Somewhere over the rainbow ...” - Judy Garland

Way up high. There's a land | heard of, once in a lullaby.

10. “Imagine there's no heaven. It's easy if you try.” - John Lennon

No hell below us. Above us only sky.



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sPCvyJod0WM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7qMls5yxP1w
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XulvnXo6BJk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=p-T6aaRV9HY
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=907-MBGOk9A
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gmwwQBWRIAs
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cbwJQGZYc1E
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=x-cQT0LEo-A
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WSuVCyT63II
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=B02LXuKWGTI

Finish The Saying - Sentence Building

Finish the sentences.

1. It's always darkest before the dawn.

2. You can't teach an old dog new tr ICkS-

fire.

3. Where there is smoke, there is

4. Two's company, three's d CrOWd-

5. Children should be seen and not hear d

6. A birdin hand is better than one in the bus.h.

7. No news is gOOd NCEWS.

8. Don't bite the hand that feedS You-

) . .
9. You can lead a horse to water but YOU can t make lt dr lnk-

10. The pen is mightier than the SWOr d

11. If at first you don't succeed, trY> tI’Y again-

12. Better late than never.

13. Kill two birds with one stone.

14. He who laugh's first, laughS laSt-
15. He's feeling a little under the Weather-

16. All good things must come to an end.




Finish The Saying - Sentence Building

Finish the sentences.

1. The early bird gets the WOTIInI.

2. A picture is worth a thousand WOI'dS.

3. Beggars can't be choosers.

an arm and a leg.

4. It's expensive. I paid

5. Beauty is in the eye of the beholder.

6. He looks good! He looks like d mllhon dOHarS / bUCkS.

U
7. Don't count your chickens before theY Ire hatChed-

8. Don't judge a book by its cover.

9. Don't put all your eggs in one baSket-

10. Good things come to those who walt.

11. If it ain't broke, don't le lt-

12. If you can't beat them, JOln them

13. If you want something done right, you have to dO 1t Yourself'

14. Keep your friends close and €NEIIECS CIOSCI'.

15. People who live in glass houses shouldn't thI'OW stones.

16. When the going gets tough, the tough get gOing.



Finish The Saying - Sentence Building

Finish the sentences.

1. You can't always get what you want.

2. Laughter is the best mediCine.

!
3. If you play with fire, YOU H get burned.

4. Like father, like son.

5. No man is an iSland.

6. The early bird gets the worm.

7. Practice makes per feCt.

8. The enemy of my enemy is mV friend.

9. The grass is always greener on the Other Side-

10. Two wrongs don't make ar lght

11. There is no place like home.

12. Two heads are better than one.

13. There is no time like the Present-

14. The squeaky wheel gets the _ ZI'C€ASE€.

15. Two wrongs don't make d rlght

16. Whenin Rome, __ d0 as the Romans do.
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