
YouTube By The Numbers 

What’s the first word that comes to mind when I say “video”?  I bet it is “YouTube”.  

It’s our go-to place and platform to watch video, learn and connect with ideas and 

information.   But don’t watch when driving!  

YouTube was launched in May 2005 by 3 friends, Steve Chen, Chad Hurley, and Jawed Karim who had 

worked together for PayPal.  You can see how the names YouTube and PayPal are similar.   They had the 

very simple idea that people needed a place to share their home videos.  

This is the first video uploaded to YouTube.  It shows Jawed talking about elephants at the San Diego 

Zoo.  Here, let’s watch some history. It’s only 19 seconds long!  

YouTube didn’t take-off right away. Nobody came.  Only after a big makeover and adding features making 

it more into an online social community, did it take off. And take off it did.  By the end of 2005 it was 

getting over 2,000,000 views per day.  

Meanwhile Google Video had been launched and it wasn’t getting any eyeballs.  So, Google acquired 

YouTube for 1.65 billion dollars in 2006.  And as they say, the rest is history.  

Today, YouTube is huge and very profitable for Alphabet, the Google parent company. It represents over 

12% of all the company’s revenue and last year brought in a whopping 29 billion dollars.  

Believe it or not, almost 70% of us access YouTube through our mobile devices, phones and tablets.  

On trains, planes, even on the Space Station!  

So many people watch YouTube, it’s crazy.  Over 5 billion people have downloaded the app.  It’s been 

installed 10 billion times.  YouTube claims it has 2.3 billion active monthly users. And think about this … 

YouTube Shorts generate almost 50 billion daily views.  

Some more YouTube numbers.  A majority of viewers are male.  The largest demographic is that of males 

between the ages of 25 to 34.  The country most crazed by YouTube is India with 470 million viewers, 

followed by the USA with an audience of 240 million viewers.   

Content creators are key for YouTube.  Every minute, over 500 hours of video are uploaded.  Most won’t 

be watched much but the big stars of content creation generate huge numbers. The U.S. content creator 

Mr. Beast, for example, has become the top YouTuber. He’s amassed 112 million subscribers by 

November 2022, surpassing Swedish gamer PewDiePie. 

Remember Gangnam Style?  It was the first YouTube megahit in 2012 but since then, other viral videos 

have far surpassed the 1 billion views mark.  To date, the Korean children’s song “Baby Shark” has been 

viewed over 10 billion times!  

YouTube remains healthy financially, generating most of its revenue through ads.  It does offer a 

Premium subscription service too.  But its future looks bright as all major networks, broadcasters have a 

significant presence of YouTube.  YouTube continues to evolve, offering better ways for users to watch 

video and find programming that interests them through their mysterious “algorithm”.   

What do you think the future holds for YouTube? Will it continue to grow and dominate? How will it 

evolve?  Let us know your thoughts in the comments – here on, you guessed it, YouTube!  



1. How often do you watch YouTube?
2. Do you subscribe to any kind of YouTube channel?
3. What’s the best viral video you’ve watched on YouTube?
4. Does your phone have the YouTube app installed?
5. Do you listen to music on YouTube? Do you create your own playlists?
6. Will YouTube ever replace TV in the future?
7. How do people make money on YouTube?
8. Do you ever comment on YouTube videos?
9. YouTube Live.  Do you ever use it or watch it? Which programs?
10. Which YouTube video is the most popular ever? How many views?

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………..

1. How old is YoutTube?
2. Do you post videos on YouTube?
3. Which is better – reading a book or watching YouTube? Why?
4. Should children be allowed to watch YouTube? Age limits?
5. How has YouTube changed our society? For the better or the worse?
6. How does YouTube make money?
7. What kinds of videos do you watch on YouTube?
8. Which is better – reading a how to manual or watching a how to video?
9. What makes a viral video, viral?  What makes a video people will watch
over and over?
10. Which YouTube videos are good for learning English?
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D O E S  Y O U T U B E  H A V E  A  D I S L I K E  B U T T O N ?

L A R G E S T  E A R N E R  A N D  C H A N N E L

T O P  Y O U T U B E  V I D E O  ( V I E W S )

H O W  M A N Y  A P P  D O W N L O A D S ?

C O U N T R Y W I T H  M O S T  U S E R S

H O U R S  O F  V I D E O  U P L O A D E D  E V E R Y  M I N U T E
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H O W  L O N G  A  T Y P I C A L  U S E R  W A T C H E S
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How much do you know about the video platform YouTube? 
Guess the answers and then check. How many did you get close or right? 
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N U M B E R  O F  A C T I V E  A C C O U N T S

N U M B E R  O F  P E O P L E  W H O  V I S I T  D A I L Y

D O E S  Y O U T U B E  H A V E  A  D I S L I K E  B U T T O N ?

L A R G E S T  E A R N E R  A N D  C H A N N E L

T O P  Y O U T U B E  V I D E O  ( V I E W S )

H O W  M A N Y  A P P  D O W N L O A D S ?

C O U N T R Y W I T H  M O S T  U S E R S

H O U R S  O F  V I D E O  U P L O A D E D  E V E R Y  M I N U T E

P E R C E N T  O F  M O B I L E  U S E R S

H O W  L O N G  A  T Y P I C A L  U S E R  W A T C H E S

N U M B E R  O F  C O U N T R I E S  B A N N I N G  Y O U T U B E

How much do you know about the video platform YouTube? 
Guess the answers and then check. How many did you get close or right? 

G U E S S  T H E
Y O U T U B E
N U M B E R S

D A I L Y  V I E W S  O F  Y O U T U B E   S H O R T S

A N N U A L  R E V E N U E  ( B I L L I O N S )

Y E A R  Y O U T U B E  W A S  L A U N C H E D

50 billion

29 billion

2.7 billion

122 million

NO.

Mr. Beast

Baby Shark 10B 

5 billion

India

500

70%

6

2005

20 min. 23 sec.

https://www.eltbuzz.com/video/?video=youtube


Please visit us! 
The largest and most complete lesson library on the web. 

https://resources.eltbuzz.com/search.html
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Elt-Buzz-Teaching-Resources
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCnCyxgGNUvNnpG-2cf8M6_w?sub_confirmation=1
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