
When the wind saw how effective the sun had
been, he grew very angry indeed and caused the
weather to change from sunshine back to wind so
that the people below had to quickly put their
clothes back on and head indoors away from the
unexpected gale. Wind could not believe that the
sun had won the competition and proven himself
to be the most effective of all weather.     

The rain and clouds, and the rest of the weather,
all cheered for the sun and hailed him as the new
hero. But the sun immediately stopped the
cheering and told everyone that he was not a
hero at all, but that all weather was important in
its own unique way. ‘There cannot be one of us
without the other,’ explained the sun. ‘Each of us
does an important job, and each of us depends on
the other to create the seasons. We water the
earth, we blow the clouds across the sky, give
people light and shade, and make sure that trees
and flowers and crops grow in the earth.’    

The sun called the wind over to share in the glory;
he explained that all weather was part of a team
and that they should all be proud of the work that
they do.    Wind understood then that everything
and everybody is different. It is important not to
feel that you are better than anybody else. Wind
also understood how important it was to work as a
team so 

that you might make the most of the strengths of
those around you. And so it was that all weather
worked in harmony, each doing the task best
suited to them, each appreciating the work of the
other. 

The Wind
And The Sun

E L T  B U Z Z

One day, the boastful wind declared to the sun,
‘You know that I am the strongest and most
effective of all the weather!’ 

And the sun replied, ‘All weather can be strong
and effective.’    But the stubborn wind disagreed.
‘All weather is strong,’ said the wind, ‘but I am the
strongest of all. Let us have a competition to
prove this. The weather that makes people
remove the most of their clothing will show that
they are indeed the strongest of all.’    

The sun agreed to take part in the competition
and suggested that the wind should go first. And
so the wind blew and blew upon the earth,
creating first a light breeze, and then massive
gales that swept across the lands below. Peoples’
hats flew up into the air and many were forced to
hold tightly to their jackets and coats so that they
would not lose them in the mighty gale.      

After many minutes of blowing and blowing, the
wind had managed to cause a great deal of
chaos. 

He had blown away many hats. He had swept
away empty bottles, rubbish, newspapers and
umbrellas. But he had not caused people to lose
their clothes.  

Next it was the turn of the sun. And the sun shone
brightly in the clear blue sky, heating up the earth
below until the people began to take off their
clothes. First they removed their shoes, then
socks and shirts, then jackets. Some even
removed their trousers in an attempt to stay cool
in the lovely afternoon heat.  



The Wind and the Sun 

The Wind and the Sun were arguing about which was the 
stronger.   

Suddenly they saw a traveller coming down the road.  

The Sun said: “I see a way to decide our argument.  
Whichever of us can cause that traveller to take off his c oat
shall be the stronger.  You begin.”   

So the Sun retired behind a cloud, and the Wind began to
blow as hard as it could upon the traveller.  

But the harder he blew the more closely did the traveller
wrap his cloak round him, till at last the Wind h ad to give
up in despair.   

Then the Sun came out and shone in all his glory upon the
traveller, who soon found it too hot to walk with his cloak
on.  

Moral:   Kindness works better than unkindness. 



The Wind and the Sun 

Then the Sun came out and shone in all his glory upon the
traveller, who soon found it too hot to walk with his coat on.

 

So the Sun retired behind a cloud, and the Wind began to
blow as hard as it could upon the traveller.  

The Sun said: “I see a way to decide our argument.  
Whichever of us can cause that traveller to take off his coat
shall be the stronger.  You begin.”   

Suddenly they saw a traveller coming down the road.  

The Wind and the Sun were arguing about which was the 
stronger.  

But the harder he blew the more closely did the traveller
wrap his coat round him, till at last the Wind had to give
up in despair.   

Kindness works better than unkindness.  

Order the parts of the story.
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THE CONTEST BETWEEN 
THE SUN AND THE WIND 



THE WIND AND THE SUN 

Wind and Sun wanted to see who could be first to 

remove a man’s coat.  Wind blew hard, trying to

force the coat off.  The cold man pulled it tighter.

Sun smiled brightly and warmed the air.  The hot 

man took off his coat.  “You see,” said the

Sun, “there is greater strength in gentleness.”



THE WIND AND THE SUN 
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