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What's the word that goes together with ....?

Night and _________________ Milk and ________________

Bread and _________________ Cats and _________________

Today and _________________ Forever and ______________

Forks and _________________ Hammer and ______________

Love and __________________ Romeo and _______________

Pen and ___________________ Bacon and ________________

Back and __________________ Dead or __________________

Fish and ___________________ Cup and __________________

Crime and _________________ Cause and ________________

Husband and _______________ Fun and __________________

Read and __________________ Rain or ___________________

Pots and ___________________ Right and _________________

Lock and __________________ Ladies and ________________

Shirt and __________________ Salt and __________________

Sooner or __________________ Supply and ________________

War and ___________________ Sweet and _________________

Wine and __________________ Trial and __________________

Beginning and ______________ Love or ___________________

Rise and ___________________ Lost and __________________

Name and __________________ Ins and ___________________

Beauty and _________________ Now or ___________________

BINOMIALS



Some words are used in pairs. Something pleasant which did not last for long could be called short and sweet. 

When describing someone very thin one could say that he is all skin and bone.  

The sentences below may help you get the answers to this exercise: 

1. Day and ........................ 11. Bits and ....................... 21. Safe and ......................

2. Fish and ........................ 12. High and ............................. 22. Hot and .......................

3. Coming and .................. 13. Backwards and ........................ 23. Cats and .......................

4. Well and ....................... 14. Hard and ................................. 24. Lock  and ......................

5. High and ....................... 15. Nuts and .................................. 25. Down and ....................

6. Ins and ........................... 16. Hide and ................................... 26. Sixes and ......................

7. Here and ....................... 17. Out and ................................... 27. Free and ......................

8. Brush and ...................... 18. Forgive and ............................. 28. Fast and ......................

9. Black and ....................... 19. Wear and ................................ 29. Out and .......................

10. Now and......................... 20. Fair and .................................... 30. Length and ..................

Sentences: 

1. The rescue team worked day and ...................... until the wreckage was cleared.

2. We had takeaway fish and .......................  on Saturday.

3. I’m not sure when the new neighbours are moving in, there have been a lot of comings and...................

4. (After hearing child’s excuse) That’s all well and ....................  but you still have to clean your room!

5. We hunted high and .............. for the missing car keys.

6. She’s such a busybody she wants to know the ins and ................  of what everyone is doing.

7. Those wild flowers aren’t very common but you find them here and ..........................

8. She got a new brush and .................. set so she can look after her hair.

9. (a) The rules are clearly written there in plain black and ...........................

(b) He was beaten black and ........................... by his attacker.  

10. They go bushwalking now and ......................, but not all that often.

11. She has a container to keep all her sewing bits and ..................... in.

12. He thinks he’s so high and ......................... trying to tell everyone else what to do.

13. You should’ve written a list – you’ve been backwards and .........................to the shop three times!

14. You can do it whichever way you want there are no hard and ................... rules.

15. He likes to understand how things work and to get to know the nuts and ...................

BINOMIALS



16. The children are playing hide and ...............................

17. They like to get out and ......................... on the weekend and explore the countryside.

18. When people do something wrong it’s better to forgive and ..................... rather than holding a grudge.

19. This sofa is in good condition. It’s not showing much wear and .......................

20. There was no cheating. He won the competition fair and ............................

21. They were very worried about him when he was late but he arrived home safe and ........................

22. After waiting in the hot sun for so long she was very hot and .................................

23. It’s bucketing down! It’s raining cats and ............................

24. Don’t worry about your valuables they are safely under lock and ..............

25. He’s really down and ..............  He’s been homeless for years.

26. She was so worried she couldn’t decide what she was going to do. She was at sixes and .....................

27. During our holiday we got up late and did whatever we wanted. It was very free and......................

28. When his companion had an accident the horseman rode at a fast and .................... pace to get help.

29. He never tells the truth – he’s an out and ................. liar.

30. The fairytale prince searched the length and ..................... of the kingdom for the beautiful princess.

Write sentences using some of the word pairs. Underline the binomial in the sentence: 

1. __________________________________________________________

2. __________________________________________________________

3. __________________________________________________________

5. __________________________________________________________

6. __________________________________________________________

7. __________________________________________________________

8. __________________________________________________________



1. S ___ ___ ___ R and S ___ ___ ___ E

2. C ___ T and M ___ ___ ___ E

3. H ___ T and C ___ ___ D

4. L ___ ___ T and F ___ ___ ___ D

5. U ___ ___ ___ R and O ___ ___ R

6. S ___ ___ P and W ___ ___ ___ R

7. B ___ ___ K and F ___ ___ ___ H

8. H ___ ___ S and K ___ ___ ___ ___ S

9. N ___ ___ ___ T and D ___ Y

10. B  ___ ___ ___ K and W ___ ___ ___ E

11. S ___ ___ ___ T and S ___ ___ R

12. O ___ L and G ___ ___ Y

13. R ___ ___ E and S ___ ___ ___ E

14. W ___ ___ H and D ___ Y



39. living dead

40. loyal opposition

41. Microsoft Works

42. military intelligence

43. minor crisis

44. mobile home

45. near miss

46. negative growth

47. now then

48. old boy

49. old news

50. one-man band

51. only choice

52. open secret

53. original copies

54. peace force

55. peacekeeper missile

56. plastic glasses

57. pretty ugly

58. random order

59. recorded live

60. rolling stop

61. same difference

62. seriously funny

63. sight unseen

64. silent scream

65. standard deviation

66. student teacher

67. sweet sorrow

68. sweet tart

69. taped live

70. tight slacks

71. tragic comedy

72. unbiased opinion

73. virtual reality

74. working holiday

1. act naturally

2. Advanced BASIC

3. almost exactly

4. alone together

5. benevolent despot

6. benign neglect

7. build-down

8. butt head

9. civil engineer

10. clearly confused

11. constant variable

12. crash landing

13. criminal justice

14. deafening silence

15. definite maybe

16. deliberate speed

17. elevated subway

18. even odds

19. exact estimate

20. extinct life

21. final draft

22. found missing

23. free love

24. free trade

25. freezer burn

26. fresh frozen

27. genuine imitation

28. good grief

29. Great Depression

30. Hell's Angels

31. hot chilli

32. idiot savant

33. industrial park

34. jumbo shrimp

35. larger half

36. light heavyweight

37. light tanks

38. liquid gas

Binomials That Are Oxymorons
Can you state these phrases in a most straight forward way? 



1 graduate  student 

2 free love 

3 dull knife 

4 countless numbers 

5 big baby 

6 A just war 

7 realistic fake 

8 terribly  friendly 

9 full-time hobby 

10 minor miracle 

FLASHCARDS: Cut up and then match.



1 mean smile 

2 mud bath 

3 randomly  organized 

4 terribly  good 

5 whole piece 

6 un thaw 

7 tough love 

8 true lies 

9 small fortune 

10 silent alarm 

FLASHCARDS: Cut up and then match.



1 quiet storm 

2 perfect idiot 

3 study break 

4 living  dead 

5 open secret 

6 non-fat ice cream 

7 near miss 

8 liquid gas 

9 inside out 

10 half naked 

FLASHCARDS: Cut up and then match.



What's the word that goes together with  ...?  ANSWER KEY

Milk and honey

Cats and dogs            

Forever and ever

  Hammer and nail

Night and day 

Bread and  butter

Today and tomorrow 

Forks and  knives

Love and hate

Pen and paper 

Back and forth 

Fish and chips

Crime and punishment   

Husband and wife 

Read and write

Pots and pans 

Lock and  key 

Shirt and tie 

Sooner or later

 War and peace 

Wine and cheese 

Beginning and end

Rise and fall

Name and  addresss 

Beauty and The Beast

Romeo and Juliet  

Bacon and  eggs 

Dead or alive

Cup and saucer

Cause and effect

Fun and games

Rain or shine

Right and wrong            

Ladies and gentlemen

Salt and pepper           

Supply and demand 

Sweet and sour

Trial and error

Love or money

Lost and found

Ins and outs

Now or never
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Answer Key: 

1. Day and night 11. Bits and pieces 21. Safe and sound (good condition)

2. Fish and chips 12. High and mighty 22. Hot and bothered

3. Coming and going 13. Backwards and forwards 23. Cats and dogs

4. Well and good 14. Hard and fast  (Defined, fixed) 24. Lock  and key

5. High and low 15. Nuts and bolts 25. Down and out (as a beaten fighter)

6. Ins and outs 16. Hide and seek 26. Sixes and sevens

7. Here and there 17. Out and about 27. Free and easy

8. Brush and comb 18. Forgive and forget 28. Fast and furious

9. 19. Wear and tear (damage from use)  29. Out and out (complete)Black and white (printing)

/ blue  (bruise) 20. Fair and square (Just; equitable) 30. Length and breadth

10. Now and again

/ then (sometimes)



 Answer 
Key 

1. Sugar and Spice

2. Cat and Mouse

3. Hot and Cold

4. Lost and Found

5. Under and Over

6. Soap and Water

7. Back and Forth

8. Hugs and Kisses

9. Night and Day

10. Black and White

11. Sweet and Sour

12. Old and Gray

13. Rise and Shine

14. Wash and Dry
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